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Chairman’s rantings 

 

We‟re back from our wonderings in the USA. We went with another couple 
and we each hired our own vans, which were identical except ours was 
about two years younger. During our three months touring we covered 
9884 miles and used 1100 galls of petrol (the motorhomes only did about 
8-10 miles to the gallon!) We „camped‟ in 20 states and passed through 
about another 5. We started out from Los Angeles, which took us nearly a 
day to get out of as it covers 4,000 square miles (yes, four thousand square 
miles) and consists of 88 cities (suburbs), all joined up and the roads are 
between three and four lanes wide, so the traffic is tremendous.  
 
The vans were 25 feet long, 12 feet high and 8 foot 6 inches wide, 
automatic (I tried changing gear a few times!) and the hand brake was 
operated by your foot and the fuel tank took 55 gallons! It took me about a 
week to get to know its foibles and two weeks to get use to the various 
peculiarities of driving over there. 
  
Two examples: On coming to a crossroads with stops signs, the first one 
there has right of way and you drive on in the order you arrive at the stop 
signs (stop signs mean you must stop even if you can see the road is 
clear). At a junction controlled by traffic lights, you can turn right on red if 
the road is clear. On the whole we found that the American drivers are very 
courteous, especially when you wish to cross the road on foot, and more so 
out of the big cities.  
 
At the entrance to each town or city, a sign tells you the name of the place 
and its population. One „town‟ called „International‟ boasted 67 people! 
 
The weather was very hot when we started out and we drove through the 
Southern states (we can see why New Mexico and Texas are mainly 
desert) but once we started up towards New York , so it cooled down and 
driving through the Northern states we encountered snow and blizzard 
conditions. 
 
We found the people very friendly and on the campsites they would always 
say „good morning‟ (if it was morning, of course) and stop for a chat. At 
Houston the lady campsite owner insisted we use her car to go to the 
space centre, rather than one of our motorhomes. 
 
We averaged 250 miles per day (some days it was 120 miles, while the 
longest was about 390 miles, but we only did this mileage twice). 
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We were exceedingly lucky with the weather because about two days after 
we left a state some catastrophe would happen. On leaving Texas, large 
wooded areas caught fire and 24 states sent firemen to assist (the news 
said that there were 2,500 firemen trying to stop the wildfires, but the strong 
winds were hampering them). On leaving Alabama, the town of Tuscaloosa 
was devastated by a tornado (it was a mile wide with a wind speed 
reported as 200mph. 178 people were killed and 990 injured). On leaving 
Missouri, the city of Joplin was devastated by a tornado leaving over 300 
people dead and 25% of the city flattened. On that day it was reported that 
there had been 294 tornados reported. Then some of the states reported 
flooding as we left them behind. And so it went on. All in all the USA has 
had a really bad year, weather wise. On getting the vans back to Los 
Angeles, Jennifer, the Apollo manager said she had been thinking about us 
with all the devastation going on. We asked if they had every lost a van due 
to the tornados and she said yes they had, but luckily no one was in it when 
the tornado struck. 
 
We were very sorry to hear that John Jenkinson had lost his fight with 
cancer and our most sincere condolences go to Carol and her family. John 
worked hard in the club as he was on the committee and was also a 
marshal, ensuring everyone was parked up correctly. He liked the two 
Ronnie‟s and we did quite a few sketches at the Christmas rallies over the 
years. He will be very sadly missed. 
 
We had a lovely welcome at our first rally of the year at Hollesley, which 
was Margaret and Brian‟s Golden Wedding bash which was well attended. 
The Autocruiser girls produced a wonderful spread and decorated the 
village hall up for the „do‟. I wish to thank them all for their hard work in 
making it such a special occasion. 
 
And now something to think about. 
 
A bricklayer, a carpenter and an electrician were arguing about which the 
oldest profession was.  
„We built the Pyramids,‟ says the bricklayer. 
„We must have been first, as we built Noah‟s Ark before the pyramids,‟ says 
the carpenter. 
„Your both wrong ,‟ says the electrician „We were first because when God 
said, “let there be light,” it came on straight away, so we must have been 
there to put in the wiring.‟  
                                                                                       
Well that‟s the lot for now, so keep on rallying,   
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8th ï 18th September 

 
Porth Beach Tourist Park 

Porth, Newquay 
Cornwall 
TR7 3NH 

 

Take the A30 from Exeter till junction marked 

'Highgate Hill' for A39/A392 to Newquay and 

Indian Queens. At the roundabout take third 

exit marked 'Newquay Wadebridge'.At the 

next roundabout marked 'Halloon' take second 

exit for Newquay A392 which will take you to 

Quintrell Downs roundabout. From here you 

follow the signs for Newquay (Porth) A3058 

which leads to Porth Four Turnings (approx 2 

miles on).Turn right on the B3276 (coast to 

Padstow). You will find Porth Beach Tourist 

Park approx half a mile on your right. 

 
20th ï 23rd October 

FOR BLACKPOOL ILLUMINATIONS 
South Shore Cricket Club 

Mad Nook 
Common Edge Road 

Blackpool 
FY4 5DY 

 
M6 Junction 32 to M55 (12½ miles 
approx) onto A5230 for approx 2 miles, 
turn left into B5261.  Club on left 

 
3rd ï 13th November  

 
AGM to be held on first Saturday 

 
Christmas celebration to be held on 

second Saturday 
 

Lakeside 
North Somercotes 

LN11 7RB 

 
Situated on the A1031 between Grimsby 
& Mablethorpe 

 

Please ensure that you bring your chequebook to a rally.  We will not accept any 
cash for payments for meals, site fees owing etc. 

 
ALL CHEQUES MUST BE MADE PAYABLE TO - THE AUTOCRUISERS 
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Do you suffer from a cold van whilst travelling?  
  

 

 

A number of you have been into Zena Colwillôs van and asked 

about the clear screen t hat she has across the back of the seats 

which is in use whilst driving.  She has sent the details if 

anyone else is interested in having one installed.  

 
 

 

The details of the place that made my clear tarp is as follows: -  

 

Corby Canvas Products Ltd  

4a Grett on rd Industrial est  

Weldon  

Northants  

NN17 3HN 

Tell: 01536 401401  

Fax: 01536 206373  

Email: corbycanvas@o2.co.uk  

 

Anyone making contact just mention 'Zena' so they know that I  

have sent them. The guy was extremely  helpful.  

 
 

mailto:corbycanvas@o2.co.uk
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26 of us went to Hollyfast to help Hazel 
Marshall celebrate her 60th birthday.  

We had the use of the hall from Thursday 
night and had a get together on Thursday 
and Friday night. 

On Saturday the campsite evacuated.  The 
men went to a car museum and all the 

ladies went shopping which left yours truly in charge of the campsite.   

The hall needed to be decorated ready for the festivities that evening and 
after pinning up banners on the wall; decorating the tables with table 
confetti and centrepieces the next job was to blow up nearly 70 balloons.  
Having accomplished this they were then tied into bundles and carried 
across the campsite to the hall.  As it was quite windy I had to take them 
over in three trips in case I was carried upward and away. (Shut up I can 

dream canôt I?). 

The buffet was brought 
across by everyone and 
set up before Hazel 
arrived.  With pride of 
place going to the 
chocolate                       
60

th
 birthday cake. 
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We had a raffle and there were some 
peculiar prizes won and modelled. 

Once we figured out how to use the 
music 
machine we 
were well 
away. 
 
Derek Smith 

sang two songs to Hazel in honour of her 
birthday celebrations. 
 
 

 
INCOME    EXPENDITURE 
Raffle  £32.50  Hire of Hall  £50.00 
Rally Levy £24.00  Decoration of hall £30.93 
Bonus Ball £  4.00  Site fees  £536.50 
Site fees £536.50 

 

 

{ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǳǎ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ WƻƘƴ WŜƴƪƛƴǎƻƴΩǎ ŦǳƴŜǊŀƭ ŦǊƻƳ IƻƭƭȅŦŀǎǘ ǊŀƭƭȅΦ WƻƘƴ ǿŀǎ ōǳǊƛŜŘ 
in a wool coffin, which I am sure, most of us had never seen before.  After the 
burial we were invited back into the church for a buffet.  Around the walls of the 
church were photos of John at various stages of his life and also of The Pantiles 
being built.  18 Autocruisers attended his funeral and he will be sadly missed at 
our rallies as he was a very active member of our club.  Our condolences go to 
Carol and her daughters. 

I received the following from Carol: 

 

Can you ask in the next magazine if anyone would like to take ownership of 
John's collection of MMM magazines which date back to 1993? There are 
also copies of Which Motorhome (approx. 36) & Practical 
Motorhome, (approx 48) Otherwise the kids have suggested I put them on 
Ebay! 
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Frozen Crabs and the Blonde 
 
A lawyer boarded 
an airplane in New 
Orleans with a box 
of frozen crabs 
and asked a blond 
stewardess to take 

care of them for him. 
She took the box and promised to put 
it in the crew's refrigerator. 
He advised her that he was holding 
her personally responsible for them 
staying frozen, mentioning in a very 
haughty manner that he was a lawyer, 

and proceeded to rant at her about 
what would happen if she let them 
thaw out.  
Needless to say, she was annoyed by 
his behavior. 
 
 
Shortly before landing in New York, 
she used the intercom to announce 
to the entire cabin, "Would the lawyer 
who gave me the crabs in New 
Orleans, please raise your hand?" 
 
Not one hand went up ... so she took 
them home and ate them. 

 
 

 

  
 A tough looking group of bikers were riding when they 
saw a girl about to jump off a bridge so they stop. 
The leader, a big burly man, gets off his bike and says, 
"What are you doing?"  
"I'm going to commit a suicide," she says.  
While he did not want to appear insensitive, he didn't want 
to miss an opportunity he asked "Well, before you jump, 

why don't you give me a Kiss?" So, she does and it was a long, deep lingering kiss. 
After she's finished, the biker says, "Wow! That was the best Kiss I have ever had. 
That's a real talent you are wasting. You could be famous.  
Why are you committing suicide?"  
"My parents don't like me dressing up like a girl......"  
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Strange but True ? 
Not from Peter Lockwood 

 
Chimp Lovingly Feeds Tiger Cub With Bottle 
 
 

A baby 
chimpanzee in 
Thailand has 
showed off his 
parenting skills 
by feeding tiger 
cubs out of a 
bottle.  
 
The two-and-a-half-year-old chimp stunned onlookers at the Samut 
Prakarn Crocodile Farm and Zoo, 40km south east of Bangkok. 
Dodo has been feeding the cubs, aged between three weeks to five 
months, every day for more than a year. 
 

The chimp stunned onlookers 

His trainers say they wanted to challenge the chimp and since he showed 
no fear of the tiger cubs, they worked with him until he picked up the hang 
of it. 
 
Although, they say, sometimes he ignores his feeding tasks and just wants 
to play. 
 
"They are cute. They are just young animals. They play together," said 48-
year-old Jakkrit Jakrabatra.  "The zoo keepers trained the chimp, and they 
also ordered the chimp to play with the tigers." 
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Strange but True? 
Not From Peter Lockwood 

 

Drivers in Australia 
were given a shock 
as a crocodile 
slithered out of a 
drain before being 
cornered by street 
sweepers.  
 
 
 

The relatively small 1.5m (5ft) reptile 

emerged from the sewer on a main street in 

Cairns on Thursday morning.  
Nearby street sweepers and police used 

brooms to keep the animal at bay from 
thronging onlookers.  

It was eventually captured by a park ranger 
and a few burly volunteers who threw a 

towel over it and fastened its mouth shut.  

The crocodile was taken away by a ranger  

As the reptile was taken into a nearby vehicle, one bystander quipped to the 

ranger: "Make sure he's buckled up mate".  
The crocodile is now in the custody of Queensland Parks and Wildlife.  

An average of two people are killed each year in Australia by saltwater 
crocodiles, known locally as "salties".  

They can grow up to 7m (23ft) long and weigh more t han a tonne.  
  

 
 

Roll of Honour 
 

50 Rallies 
Mike & Hazel Marshall 
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Motorhome Heating 
From Barrie Stockton 

 
Our 2004 Starblazer was fitted with an Eberspächer Airtronic diesel 
powered warm air heater, with which we had been very pleased, suffering 
none of the earlier problems with excess noise and maintaining a constant 
temperature, except in the cab. Conscious of stories of spiders‟ webs in 
heaters and other issues of dormant equipment, I ran the heater at least 
once a month to make sure that all was well. 
 
When I tried to start the heater in April of last year, it would not ignite and 
there was a significant smell of diesel. A visit to a local service centre 
brought the shocking news that the unit was severely corroded and it was 
condemned as beyond repair. A dilemma: what to do about replacement? 
A summer of limited use with a portable fan heater for the cooler evenings 
followed while the options were costed and considered: 

¶ A replacement Eberspächer , the simplest option; 

¶ A gas/mains blown air unit, mounted in the same place, under the 

vehicle, or, more complex, in the locker alongside the Truma water 

heater; 

¶ A Truma Combi heater. 

The latter option was chosen, with a Combi 6E being installed. This was 
decided because it seemed unwise to fit another external heater and the 
option of a blown air heater in the locker promised more noise and less 
storage space. The Combi fitted in place of the original Truma water 
heater, being only slightly larger. The main problem was the different 
external flue; an issue solved by the youngest employee of the fitting 
company, by sealing the original flue and fitting another, neater, Combi flue 
along-side.  
 
A further bonus of the gas and mains powered Combi, apart from an output 
in excess of 6 Kilowatts being available for a rapid warm up, has been the 
number of outlets available. With four take-off points from the heater, the 
original Eberspächer  in-take and outlet are used to heat the lounge area, 
another links to the outlets for the kitchen and washroom, while the fourth 
has been used to direct warm air around the cab. 
 
The result is a constant temperature maintained on either gas or mains 
electric, with very low consumption (a tribute to the Autocruise‟s 
insulation!). Problems? Just one to date: on our first outing into a cold 
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autumn week-end in Cheshire, the heating failed (we had our trusty fan 
heater in reserve, but no hot water). The problem, after much head 
scratching by the fitters, was in the mains power supply. The mains isolator 
switch on the front of the bench seat that had operated the Truma water 
heater had been used for the installation, quite logically: the water heater 
used a 5 amp fuse, but the new heater required a 10 amp fuse. With a new 
fuse all has worked well. A packet of the 10 amp fuses was purchased from 
a caravan accessory shop as these are not readily available on the high 
street. 
 
An expensive, but satisfactory solution. But remember, if you have an 
under-slung Eberspächer, not only test it regularly but get underneath and 
examine the unit from time to time as it has a hard life exposed to the 
elements and in our case not far behind the front wheel. 
 

Barrie 

 

 
Not long after having retired I was invited to the 

Mayor of Gateshead’s parlour for tea.  The Mayor 

was the husband of Jonquil Hood who had been my 

manager for a number of years at Places for People. 

Lance Jnr. and I went along to the Civic Centre and 

had tea and cakes, although there was wine and beer 

on offer, and Lance did have a couple of beers, but I 

was driving him to a gig that night and unable to 

participate. 

We were told all about the mace which you can see on 

the left of the picture.  Its shape dates back to Stone 

Age times when a mace, or stone club was used as a 

weapon. It became a symbol of authority in the 16th 

century following a decree by Queen Elizabeth I that 

the Mace should only be used on ceremonial 

occasions. The present Mace was given to Gateshead 

in 1902. Made of silver with a fine coating of gold, it 

is one metre long and weighs around two kilos.  

Every Mayor of Gateshead since 1851 has worn 

robes. They are made of red barathea, which is a soft worsted material, and lined with ermine. 

They also have special large pockets in the sleeves a reminder of the days when it was also the 

duty of the Mayor to collect the boroughs taxes. Worn with the robes are a hat, a jabot and white 

gloves. The Deputy Mayor has similar robes. Robes are worn on all ceremonial occasions, 

including full Council meetings and church services. When asked if anyone would like to try 

them on I couldn’t resist. 
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Twenty seven of attended this rally.  We 

were really lucky with the weather and as 

there was no football presentation we did 

not have any trouble from young children  

running around the vans this time.  

 

Peter and Janet have always arranged a 

Treasure Hunt but they decided not to 

come back from the States to arrange one 

for our ra lly.  I do think they could have 

gotten a ferry for a weekend, but never 

mind.  

Yvonne arranged  

a meal in a local 

café  and 

everyone had a 

really enjoyable 

evening.  

 

Whilst out with Les and Margare t we found 

a Christian tea shop up one of the side 

roads .  We ordered a cream tea for the 

four of us and were shocked when we 

discovered they didn õt have set prices but 

asked for a donation.  What trusting people!    



Newsletter No.54  15 
 

 

Shon brought his organ and 

entertained us and even gave lessons 

on how to play.  Mick pushed the 

organ into the village one day and 

Shon played for everyone around.  He 

only had o ne ôJobsworth õ who asked 

him if he had a licence to play. A 

little while after a police officer came 

by and stood and enjoyed his music.  

We used the clubhouse most nights to 

get together and were made very 

welcome by the locals.   

There were plenty of walks and the 

dogs on the rally enjoyed themselves 

(I do mean the canine variety).  

 

 

 
INCOME    EXPENDITURE 
Raffle  £ 20.00  Site fees  £549.00 
Rally Levy £ 29.00  50th rally refund £  27.00 
Bonus Ball £   4.50 
Site fees £612.00   

 

When there is a difference between site fees income and expenditure this is due 
to Rally Marshal fees being given by the site and not being taken up by the 
member of the committee who marshals the rally. There are also times when a 
further discount is given at point of sale. 
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CHECK YOUR RECEIPTS BEFORE LEAVING THE CHECK-OUT 

  

I bought a bunch of stuff, over £150, & I glanced at my receipt as the cashier was 
handing me the bags. I saw a cash-back of £40. I told her I didn't request a cash back & 
to delete it. She said I'd have to take the £40 because she couldn't delete it. I told her to 
call a supervisor. Supervisor came & said I'd have to take it. I said NO! Taking the £40 
would be a cash advance against my Credit card & I wasn't paying interest on a cash 
advance!!!!!  If they couldn't delete it then they would have to delete the whole order. So 
the supervisor had the cashier delete the whole order & re-scan everything! The second 
time I looked at the electronic pad before I signed & a cash-back of £20 popped up. At 
that point I told the cashier & she deleted it. The total came out right. The cashier 
agreed that the Electronic Pad must be defective.  
 
Obviously the cashier knew the electronic pad was defective because she NEVER 
offered me the £40 at the beginning. Can you imagine how many people went through 
before me & at the end of her shift how much money she pocketed?  
 
Just to alert everyone. My co worker went to Milford, Sainsbury‟s last week. She had 
her items rung up by the cashier. The cashier hurried her along and didn't give her a 
receipt. She asked the cashier for a receipt and the cashier was annoyed and gave it to 
her. My co worker didn't look at her receipt until later that night. The receipt showed that 
she asked for £20 cash back. SHE DID NOT ASK FOR CASH BACK!  
My co-worker called Sainsbury‟s who investigated but could not see the cashier pocket 
the money. She then called her niece who works for the bank and her niece told her 
this. This is a new scam going on. The cashier will key in that you asked for cash back 
and then hand it to her friend who is the next person in the queue.  
 
Please, please, please check your receipts right away when using credit or debit cards!  
This is NOT limited to Sainsbury‟s; they are one of the largest retailers so they have the 
most incidents.  
I am adding to this. My husband and I were in Sainsbury‟s and paying with credit card 
when my husband went to sign the credit card signer he just happened to notice there 
was a £20 cash back added. He told the cashier that he did not ask nor want cash back 
and she said this machine has been messing up and she cancelled it. We really didn't 
think anything of it until we read this email.  
 
I wonder how many "seniors" have been, or will be, "stung" by this one????  
 
To make matters worse ...THIS SCAM CAN BE DONE ANYWHERE, AT ANY RETAIL 
OR WHOLESALE LOCATION!!!  BEFORE LEAVING THE CHECK-OUT........CHECK 
YOUR RECEIPT!!!!!  THIS COULD HAPPEN ANYWHERE. CHECK YOUR RECEIPT 
BEFORE LEAVING THE STAND. I'VE SEEN PEOPLE DO JUST THAT. NOW I'LL 
START!  
 

This was sent to me by email.  I have not been able to check whether it is true or 
not but it is good advice anyway. 
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The green thing (Re-usable shopping bag) 

In the queue at the shop, the cashier told the older woman that she should bring her 

own grocery bag because plastic bags weren't good for the environment. The 

woman apologized to him and explained  

ñWe didn't have "THE GREEN THING" back in my day"  The Clerk 

responded.  

 

"That's our problem today. The former generation did not care enough to save our environment." 

That generation did not have "THE GREEN THING" in its day. Back then, they returned 

their milk bottles, soft drink and beer bottles to the shop. The shop sent them back to the plant to 

be washed and sterilized and refilled, so it could use the same bottles over and over again. So 

really they were recycled.  

But they didn't have "THE GREEN THING" back in that customerôs day. 

 

In her day, they walked up the stairs, because they didn't have an escalator in every 

store and office building. They walked to the grocery store and didn't climb into a 

300-horsepower machine every time they had to go a short distance.  

But they didn't have "THE GREEN THING" in her day.  

 

Back then they washed babies nappies because they didn't have the throw away kind. They died 

clothes on a line, not in an energy gobbling machine burning up 3000watts - wind and solar 

power really did dry the clothes. Kids got hand me down clothes from their brothers and sisters, 

not always brand new clothing.  

But they didn't have "THE GREEN THING" back in her day.  

 

Back then they had one T V or radio in the house- not one in every room. And the 

TV had a small screen the size of a handkerchief, not a screen the size of the state 

of Western Australia. In the kitchen they blended and stirred by hand because they 

didn't have electric machines to do everything for you. When they packaged up a 

fragile article to send through the mail, they used old newspaper to cushion it, not 

plastic bubble wrap. Back then they didn't fire up an engine and burn petrol just to cut the lawn. 

They used a push mower that ran on human power. They exercised by working so they didn't 

need to go to a health club to run on treadmills that operate on electricity. 

 But they didn't have ñTHE GREEN THING" back then.  

 

They drank from a water fountain when they were thirsty instead of using a cup or plastic bottle 

every time they had a drink of water. They refilled their writing pens with ink instead of buying a 

new pen; they replaced the blades in a razor instead of throwing the whole razor away just 

because the blade got dull.  

But they didn't have ñTHE GREEN THING" back then.  

 

Back then people walked or took a bus and kids rode their bikes to school or went 

on the school bus instead of turning their mums into 24 hr taxi service. They had 

one electrical outlet in a room, not an entire bank of sockets to power dozens of 

appliances. And they didn't need a computerized gadget to receive a signal beamed 

from satellites 2,000 miles out in space in order to find the nearest pizza joint. 

But isn't it sad the current generation laments how wasteful the old folks were just because they 

didn't have ñTHE GREEN THINGò back then. 
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The Royal Wedding  
 
 

Hallo, 

Went up to London to see the wedding  how 

marvellous, absolutely fantastic! I went with  

my daughter Claire and we left at 6am, Dan he 

is so good, he woke me up and he made us a 

flask each and picnic, and dropped us at the 

station. Caught the 6.30 train straight 

through and was at Kings Cross about 6.45. 

We were in the Mal l about 7.30 by Clarence House on the steps, even had a hand 

rail to haul me up and help me down , (old again). 

We met some lovely people round us and we all sang Jerusalem and waved our flags 

what a laugh. 

I am not saying we saw everything, because we did not, but the atmosphere when 

Kate said òI DO ó was fantastic!  We all cheered and clapped Claire was trying to 

keep a low profile, did not work because she joined in as well.  

Biggest laugh was people kept taking our photo s because George 6 thõs statue  was 

behind us so it sort of looked good. There was one point  when this man was taken 

photos of the steps (Not us) . So I laughed and I shouted out I am over here don't 

forget us  everyone around us burst out laughing.  I am really right  common at times.  

 

Also while we were waiting Claire  was on the phone to Emma, my other daughter , 

who was given us all a rundown of what was going on and what the dresses were like.  

 

I tell you  would have liked to been there it was great; I  would like it to happen all 

over again.  It m akes you proud to be British.  

Somebody said we could have been in the park and 

watched it on big screens, we said might as well be at 

home. 

We went home about 4pm Dan came and picked us up 

at the station we were very weary.  

Then I watched it on telly.  Needless to say took me all 

Saturday  and Sunday to get over it.   

Love 

Sheila OõSullivan 
 x 
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ATTENTION ALL AUTOCRUISERS! 
 

Now I hope I have your attention.  Do you love your club as much as Shon 
and I do? 
 
I appreciate the hard work of the committee and especially Sheila Lennie, 
although she has an awful 12 months of ill health she has battled on and 
arranged some lovely rallies. 
 
I have been to a few super holiday rallies and sometimes I‟ve heard that 
some of us are a bit disappointed that more activities have not been 
organised for those attending. 
 
We all, as members, should remember that the club belongs to each and 
every one of us and therefore we should ALL want to have an input!  As 
attending members we should realise that these 7-10 day rallies should 
also be committee members „holidays.‟ 
 
So if any of you have ideas for activities for the future please give me a 
ring. 
 
Whilst attending Bourton-on-the-Water a site was proposed by Hazel 
Marshall in Spalding, Lincolnshire and after what started as me always 
„thinking,‟ I realised that 2012 sees not only the Olympics but the Queen‟s 
„Diamond Jubilee!‟  Not a huge Royalist BUT always up for fun the brain 
started!  Sheila phoned the site and managed to book the site for a 
proposed 10 day rally covering the Jubilee Bank Holiday!!!  I asked Sheila 
if, with the help of others, I could organise some events. Guess the 
answer!!! 
 
Ideas are already in my head: Red/white/blue theme, decorated vans, 
street party, horse race and of course because of the Olympics „fun‟ races. 
 
So please, if you have any ideas for May 2012 OR any other rally please 
give me a ring 010101010101 I‟m sure many of you can organise „events‟ 
even if we do them as a team.  My aim is to lighten the work that some of 
our members think is the job of the committee.  I think it‟s our responsibility 
to „get stuck in.‟ 
LOOKING FORWARD TO HEARING FROM YOU. 
Yvonne Gosling (& Shon) 



Newsletter No.54  20 
 

A young Chinese couple get married. 
She's a virgin. Truth be told, he is a 
virgin too, but she doesn't know that. 
On their wedding night, she cowers 
naked under the sheets as her 
husband undresses in the darkness. 
He climbs into bed next to her and 
tries to be reassuring. 
"My darring," he whispers, "I know dis 
you firss time and you berry frighten. 
I pomise you, I give you anyting you 
want, I do anyting juss anyting you 
want. You juss ask. Whatchu want?" 
he says, trying to sound experienced 
and worldly, which he hopes will 
impress her. 

A thoughtful silence follows and he 
waits patiently (and eagerly for her 
request). 
She eventually shyly whispers back, "I 
want to try something I have heard 
about from other girls... Nummaa 
69." 
More thoughtful silence, this time 
from him. Eventually, in a puzzled 
tone he asks her.. 
"You want... Garlic Chicken with 
Corrifrowa?" 

 
 
 

 
                                            PECANS IN THE CEMETERY 
 

On the outskirts of a small town, there was a big, old pecan tree just inside 
the cemetery fence. One day, two boys filled up a bucketful of nuts and sat 
down by the tree, out of sight, and began dividing the nuts. 'One for you, 
one for me. One for you, one for me' said one boy. Several dropped and 
rolled down toward the fence. 

 
Another boy came riding along the road on his bicycle. As he passed, he 
thought he heard voices from inside the cemetery. He slowed down to 
investigate. Sure enough, he heard, 'One for you, one for me. One for 
you, one for me.‟ He just knew what it was. He jumped back on his bike 
and rode off. Just around the bend he met an old man with a cane, 
hobbling along. 'Come here quick,' said the Boy, 'you won't believe what I 
heard! Satan and the Lord are down at the cemetery dividing up the 
souls.' The man said, 'Beat it kid, can't you see it's hard for me to walk.' When the boy 
insisted though, the man hobbled slowly to the cemetery. Standing by the fence they 
heard, 'One for you, one for me. One for you, one for me.' 
 

The old man whispered, 'Boy, you've been tellin' me the truth. Let's 
see if we can see the Lord.‟ Shaking with fear, they peered through 
the fence, yet were still unable to see anything. The old man and the 
boy gripped the wrought iron bars of the fence tighter and tighter as 
they tried to get a glimpse of the Lord. At last they heard, 'One for you, 
one for me. That's all.... Now let's go get those nuts by the fence and 

we'll be done.‟ 
They say the old man made it back to town a full 5 minutes ahead of the kid on the bike. 
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Think a gallon of petrol is expensive? This will make you think and 
put things in perspective. 
 
Lipton Ice Tea 16oz £1.19  - £9.52 per gallon 
Brake Fluid 12oz £3.15   - £33.60 per gallon 
Vicks Nyquil 6oz £8.35   - £178.13 per gallon 
Tippex 7oz £1.39    - £5.42 per gallon 
Evian Water 9oz £1.49   - £21.19 per gallon   
(Evian spelt backwards is NAIVE 
Printer Ink     - £5,200 per gallon 
 
So the next time you are at the pump be glad your car doesn‟t run 
on water, Tippex, Nyquil or God forbid printer ink. 
 
 
The government say I can't get my pension yet, as I am 

only 22.I hate being born on a leap year...All my 

friends are 88.  
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We held the rally at Hollesley to celebrate the 
Golden Wedding of Brian & Margaret Bennett. 
 
Their wedding anniversary was on the last 
Saturday of the rally so we had plenty of time 
to prepare.  Margaret and I went out to buy all 
the goodies for the buffet a couple of days 
before the event and after rearranging her 
fridge and freezer we managed to get 
everything put away to await the preparation 
day.   

 
Before that we celebrated Rawley Jones‟ 
80

th
 birthday with a party in the hall.  The 

hall was decorated with balloons and 
banners and we had a punch bowl and 
nibbles and Betty supplied a birthday 
cake. 
 
A number of people visited the Suffolk Punch Trust Hollesley Bay 
Colony. Its raison d‟être is to keep and maintain the breed. It is 
the largest and probably the oldest stud farm for Suffolk Punch 
horses in the world. It keeps two stallions and about 20 mares 
and foals. Zena walked there but got lost on the way back and 
walked for miles before she arrived back at the campsite.  A well 
deserved glass of wine was in order. 
 
 



Newsletter No.54  23 
 

Various other places were visited amongst them Aldeburgh, 
Thorpeness, Kessingland and Lowestoft.  Our Holly wasn‟t 
impressed with any of the beach areas as she wasn‟t allowed on 
them.  So she was happy to come back to the north east and run 
on the beach to her heart‟s content. 
 

Saturday arrived and with a team of 
helpers we took over the kitchen in the 
hall and prepared 
the buffet. The 
tables were set out 
and gold plates, 
serviettes and 

cutlery where added along with balloons, 
glasses and table decorations. When we 
had finished we had time for a shower and a sit down before the 

main event. 
 
Brian & Margaret‟s family arrived late afternoon 
and as well as some scouting friends and local 
people The Autocruisers made up the final 
numbers. 
 
The evening‟s entertainment was provided by 
Lance Newman and Brian & Margaret led the 
dancing. 

 
We had a wonderful rally and I know that Brian & Margaret will 
remember that night for the rest of their lives. 
 
 

 
INCOME    EXPENDITURE 
Raffle  £ 58.00  Site fees  £530.00 
Rally Levy £ 37.00  Buffet   £186.00 
Bonus Ball £ 23.50  Hire of hall  £  24.00 
Site fees £689.00  Rawley‟s party £  30.93 
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Brian & .Yj_Yj]lÂk (gd\]f 8]\\af_ "ffan]jkYjq 

24th June 2011  

Celebrated 25th June 2011 at the Hollesley Rally 
 

 
 
 

We would like to express our sincere thanks to everyone who contributed 
to our fabulous and truly unforgetable celebration. 
 
The hall decoration, buffet, planning, and the entertainment was a fantastic 
achievement by  Sheila and The Autocruisers team.  

 
Your presents of a Clock „shown above‟ an identical replacement for one 
which Sheila had become aware had sentimental value and had been 
broken earlier this year and an awning which we can put up ourselves 
without resting for a week, has already been proven at the Banham rally, 
were most unexpected and greatly appreciated – Thank you all. 
 

The Charity Box at the bar for local charities in which we are actively 
involved, enabled us to donate from: „Brian & Margaret Bennett and Guests 
at their Golden Wedding June 2011.    A six seater picnic bench to Suffolk 
Punch Trust,   Radio microphone system to the village hall and a cash 
donation to the Church Tower all of which wish us to pass on their 
gratitude. 

Brian & Margaret  
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                                       The Hotel Bill 
 

Next time you think your hotel bill is too high, you might 
want to consider this: 
 
My wife and I were travelling by car from Liverpool to 
Shetland.  Being Seniors, after almost seven hours on 
the road, we were too tired to continue, and decided to 
take an hotel room in Dundee. But, we only planned to 

sleep overnight and then get back on the road. When we checked out next 
morning, the desk clerk handed us a bill for £250.00. 
 
I explode and demanded to know why the charge was so high. I told the 
clerk although it's a nice hotel; the rooms certainly aren't worth £250.00 for 
just an overnight stop without even breakfast. The clerk told me that 
£250.00 is the 'standard rate' so I insisted on speaking to the Manager. 
 
The Manager appeared, listened to me, and then explained that the hotel 
had an Olympic-sized pool and a huge conference centre that they were 
available for us to use. 'But we didn't use them," I said. ''Well, they are 

here, and you could have," explained the 
Manager. He went on to explain that we could 
also have taken in one of the in-hotel shows for 
which the hotel is famous. "We have the best 
entertainers from Edinburgh, Glasgow, and 

Aberdeen performing here," the Manager said. "But we didn't go to any of 
those shows," I said. "Well, we have them, and you could 
have," the Manager replied. 
 
No matter what amenity the Manager mentioned, I 
replied, "But we didn't use it!" The Manager is unmoved, 
and eventually I gave up and agreed to pay. I wrote a 
cheque and gave it to the Manager. The Manager was 
surprised when he looked at the cheque. "But sir, this 
cheque is only made out for £50.00." ''That's correct. I 
charged you £200.00 for sleeping with my wife," I replied. "But I didn't!" 
exclaims the Manager. 
 
I said, "Well, too bad, she was here, and you could have."  
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              A Real Man  
 
A real man is a 
woman's best friend. 
He will never stand 
her up and never let 
her down.  
He will reassure her 
when she feels 
insecure and comfort 
her after a bad day.  
 

He will inspire her to do things she never  
thought she could do; to live without fear  

and forget regret. He will enable her to  
express her deepest emotions and give 
in to her most intimate desires. He will 
make sure she always feels as though 
she's the most beautiful woman in the 
room and will enable her to be the most 
confident, sexy, seductive, and 
invincible.  
 
No wait... sorry... I'm thinking of wine.  
It's wine that does all that.......  
 
Never mind. 

 

 
 

                  Jane and Nora      

   Jane and Nora are outside their nursing home, having a 
drink and a smoke, when it starts to rain. Jane pulls out a 
condom, cuts off the end, puts it over her cigarette, and 
continues smoking. 
     Nora : What in the hell is that? 
     Jane: A condom. This way my cigarette doesn't get wet. 
     Nora : Where did you get it? 

    Jane: You can get them at any pharmacy. 
    The next day, Nora hobbles herself into the local pharmacy and announces to    
the pharmacist that she wants a box of condoms. 
    The pharmacist, obviously embarrassed, looks at her kind of strangely (she is 
after all, over 80 years of age), but very delicately asks what brand of condom she 
prefers. 
    'Doesn't matter Sonny, as long as it fits on a Camel.' 
   
  The pharmacist fainted. 
 
  

 

Little Emily went home from school and told her 
mum that the boys kept asking her to do 
cartwheels because she‟s very good at them. 
Mum said, "You should say "No" - they only want 

to look at your knickers."  
Emily said, "I know they do.  
That's why I hide them in my bag"!                     
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It is now the time of year to renew your subscriptions. In the 
present financial climate everyone and their granny are raising 
prices and not by a penny or two but more like 10 to 20p at a 
time.  Well we are The Autocruisers and we do things differently. 
Your committee have decided to REDUCE your membership 
subscription by £1 per couple.  
 
The committee would like to thank everyone who has agreed to 
receive the newsletter by email as this represents a great cost 
saving to the club. If you have not already signed up to email 
receipt and would like to do so please indicate below. 
 
 
I/We ................................................................................. 
 
Wish to renew our membership at £8.50 per person. 
 
 
I/We  do/do not wish to receive the newsletter by email. 
 
If you have recently changed your email address please insert it 
here 
 
________________________________________________ 
 
If you have changed your mobile number please insert it here 
 
 
________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
Please make your cheques payable to The Autocruisers and send 
them to Sheila Lennie. 


