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Chairman’s rantings 

 

We hope you all had a good Christmas and saw the New Year in, in style. We 
went down to Portsmouth to await the ferry to Santander and saw the New Year 
in with some friends. 
Due to possible adverse weather conditions it was decided to cancel the January 
rally (the February one may also have to be cancelled) and in view of the two 
winters we have just had, it has been decide not to book rally‟s for December & 
January in future unless our members object. (If you do object please send your 
objection on the back of a five pound note, to Sheila). 
 
Our cruise was spectacular, on board the Queen Mary II, where we were waited 
on hand, foot and finger. W e went with our friends, who we rally with in Portugal 
and Spain, and had two half days (an evening and morning) in New York to do 
some site seeing. We went up 5th Avenue and were very surprised at the state of 
the roads, as very large pot holes were covered with large sheets of steel plate!! 
The rest were allowed to „breed‟, which must cause havoc with vehicles 
suspension. We won‟t moan so much now about ours. We also got the 
impression that anybody can be a taxi driver as the ones we „picked‟ had no idea 
where places were, that we wanted to go to, and in one instance dropped the 
girls off about a mile from where they wanted to be! (It was their decision as they 
could see he had no idea where he was, apart from being in New York!) We 
embarked at Brooklyn and set sail for our „Caribbean Delights‟ voyage, calling at 
St Thomas, Lucia, Grenada, Barbados and Dominica. Needless to say the 
weather was excellent with temperatures in the eighties! On getting back to New 
York we had to face up to cold weather and returning to the UK the very cold 
weather (snow, ice, etc) and had to wait for our friend‟s car to „defrost‟! 
 
On getting back home, we shot up North to attend Sheila and Lance‟s son‟s 
wedding (little Lance) which after nearly turning Sheila‟s grey, turned very out 
well, even though on the morning the weather was iffy, it cleared up for the 
wedding. 
 
Where we live we have had nearly a foot of snow and could not get the car out 
for about a week. We have Davis‟s yard nearly opposite (sell‟s gravel, etc. and 
has a large amount of heavy plant, including lorry‟s) and they sent a JCB over to 
clear the road outside for us, which was a big help, but there is a there is a small 
gradient up to our service road, and this was like an ice rink!  Icicles, six to seven 
foot long have been hanging off of the roof gutting, but as I write this, a mini thaw 
has set in and the snow (and icicles) have started to disappear. 
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The following is a warning to us all! 
Three old men were discussing their lives. One said `I'm still a once-a-night man.' 
The second said `I'm a twice-a-night man.'  
The third said `My wife will tell you that I'm a five-times-a-night man. You know, I 
really shouldn't drink so much tea before I go to bed.' 
 
Two elderly ladies were driving along in a motor car so large they could hardly see 
over the dashboard. They were cruising along when they came to a road junction. 
The lights were showing red yet they went straight across the junction. The 
passenger was somewhat surprised but thought she must have been mistaken 
about the red light. Further on, they came to another road junction and the lights red. 
Again they went straight through and the passenger was certain they had gone 
through a red this time. A few miles further on they came to another road junction 
where the lights were red, and again they went through. The passenger was now 
very concerned for their safety so she decided to say something. 
`Hey, Mildred,' she said. That's the third red you have driven through; you're going to 
get us killed.' 
'Oh dear,' replied Mildred. `Am I driving?' 
 
Well that‟s the lot for now, so keep on rallying, 

 
It is with great sadness that I have to tell you that John Jenkinson passed away 
on Sunday 3rd April after a long battle with cancer. 
 
John was one of those people that once met would never be forgotten.  He always 
had a smile on his face and will be fondly remembered for his participation in the 
raffles and his Two Ronnie’s sketches that he did at Christmas rallies with Peter 
Lockwood.  Four candles (fork handles) has become something of a byword 
during raffles. 
 
His funeral was held on Friday 15th April at Newton on Trent.  Anyone wishing to 
make a donation to his memory should contact LIVES (Lincolnshire Integrated 
Volunteer Emergency Service.) 
 

If you would like to make a donation to LIVES you can send a cheque (cheques to 
be made payable to LIVES) to:  
 

LIVES HQ. The War Memorial Centre. North Street. Horncastle. Lincs. LN9 5DX 
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17th May – 24th May 

 
Bourton Rovers Football Club 

Rissington Road 
Bourton on the Water 

 
20th June – 29th June 

 
Hollesley Village Hall 

Woodbridge 
IP12 3QR 

 
 

14th-21st July 
 

Banham Zoo 
Kenninghall Road 

Banham 
NR16 2HE 

 
Banham Zoo is signposted off the A11 and A140 
- Follow the brown tourist signs 
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11th – 18th August 18th – 21st August Seaton Burn 
Follow A1 take exit A19 signposted Tyne 
Tunnel at roundabout take 3rd exit, then 
turn left onto B1321 at Moor House pub.  
College on left 
 
Beamish Museum 
From the North and South - Follow the 
A1M to Junction 63 (Chester-le-Street 
exit), then the A693 towards Stanley for 4 
miles, following the signs. 

Seaton Burn 
College  
Dudley Lane  
Seaton Burn  
Newcastle upon 
Tyne  
NE13 6EJ  

 

Beamish Museum 
Beamish 
County Durham  
DH9 0RG 

 

 
8th – 18th September 

 
Porth Beach Tourist Park 

Porth, Newquay 
Cornwall 
TR7 3NH 

 

Take the A30 from Exeter till junction marked 

'Highgate Hill' for A39/A392 to Newquay and 

Indian Queens. At the roundabout take third 

exit marked 'Newquay Wadebridge'.At the 

next roundabout marked 'Halloon' take second 

exit for Newquay A392 which will take you to 

Quintrell Downs roundabout. From here you 

follow the signs for Newquay (Porth) A3058 

which leads to Porth Four Turnings (approx 2 

miles on).Turn right on the B3276 (coast to 

Padstow). You will find Porth Beach Tourist 

Park approx half a mile on your right. 

 
20th – 23rd October 

FOR BLACKPOOL ILLUMINATIONS 
South Shore Cricket Club 

Mad Nook 
Common Edge Road 

Blackpool 
FY4 5DY 

 
M6 Junction 32 to M55 (12½ miles 
approx) onto A5230 for approx 2 miles, 
turn left into B5261.  Club on left 

 
3rd – 13th November  

 
Lakeside 

 
Situated on the A1031 between Grimsby 
& Mablethorpe 
 

Please ensure that you bring your chequebook to a rally.  We will not accept any 
cash for payments for meals, site fees owing etc. 

 
ALL CHEQUES MUST BE MADE PAYABLE TO - THE AUTOCRUISERS 
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Tillie - Maude - Gertrude  
 

 

 

These three old ladies and their dogs were 
sitting on a park bench having a quiet 

conversation when a flasher approached from 
across the park.  

The flasher came up to the ladies, stood right in 
front of them and opened his 

trench coat.  
 

 
 

 

 
Gertrude immediately had a stroke.  Then Maude also 
had a stroke.  But Tillie, being older and more feeble, 

couldn't reach that far. 
 

 

 

 

A travel agent looked up from his desk to see an old lady and an old 
gentleman peering in the shop window at the posters showing the 
glamorous Destinations around the world. 
  
The agent had had a good week and the dejected couple looking in 
the window gave him a rare feeling of generosity.  He called them into 
his shop: 'I know that on your pension you could never hope to have 
a holiday, so I am sending you off to a fabulous resort at my expense, 
and I will not take no for an answer.' 
  
He took them inside and asked his secretary to write 
two flight tickets and book a room in a five star hotel. 
They, as can be expected, gladly accepted, and they 
were off! About a month later the little old lady came 
in to his shop.  The travel agent asked eagerly. 'And 
how did you like your holiday?'  

  
The Lady said: 'The flight was exciting, the room was 
lovely, and we loved everything about it. I've come 
especially to thank you, but one thing puzzled me! Who 
was that old person I had to share the room with?'  
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Strange but True? 
Not from Peter Lockwood 

 

The Man Who Saved Christmas   
 

 Alfred Carlton Gilbert was possibly the most talented man of 
the 20th Century. Born in Oregon in 1884, He tied for gold 
with fellow American Edward Cook at the 1908 Summer 
Olympics in London for pole vaulting. That same year he 
married Mary Thompson, whom he had met at Pacific 
University. He graduated from Yale Medical School the 

following year. He performed as a magician to support his family. Rather 
than practice medicine, he co-founded Mysto Corporation in Connecticut to 
build and sell magic kits. With a $5,000 loan, he started building Erector 
Sets on his own in 1913; 30 million of them would sell in his lifetime. 
 
His inspiration came from watching steel girders 
being erected to electrify the New York, New Haven 
& Hartford Railroad. He believed that creative toys 
could replicate skyscrapers, trains, bridges, cars and 
a host of things that fascinated young people. Others 
had attempted to do that, but Dr. Gilbert used 
realistic steel pieces for kids to safely build enormous models. 
 
Thanks to an aggressive ad campaign started at the 1913 New York Toy 
Fair, the Erector Set became the most popular educational toy in history. 
Gilbert became a millionaire.  
 
His determination to build Erector Sets along with munitions during the 
Great War won him the title "The Man Who Saved Christmas" in 1918. In 
early 1918, the Council of National Defence calls on Gilbert to convert his 
factory to the production of war materials. Gilbert is torn between his love of 
making toys and his patriotic duty to his country, which is now at war. In the 
interim, his brother, Frank gets drafted and Gilbert decides that for now, the 
war effort is more important. The factory undergoes a complete transition to 
war time production - toys disappear and are replaced by guns, knives, 
bullets, gas masks and artillery shells. The government is so pleased with 
the results that they convince Gilbert (by now the leading toy producer in 
the country) to head a national campaign to skip the Christmas gift giving  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edward_Cook_%28athlete%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1908_Summer_Olympics
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1908_Summer_Olympics
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pacific_University
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pacific_University
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Strange but True? 
Not From Peter Lockwood 

 

season this year…to buy war bonds instead of toys. Alone in the factory one dark 
night, he realizes that the children need Christmas, and he needs to make toys. 
So he sets off to Washington with a load of toys and convinces Congress that they 
should not cancel Christmas after all. By the time of his death in 1961, Dr. Gilbert 
held patents on over 150 inventions. Jack Wrather acquired his company in 1964; 
it went out of business six years later. 
 
Gilbert's original rival Meccano Company (now Meccano Toys Ltd.) acquired the 
rights to the Erector Set after 1962, and still sells them today.  

 
 Meccano began back in 1898 in a small Liverpool shop where 
Franck Hornby took pleasure inventing a construction game for his 
children using screws and nuts. This gave rise to the MECCANO 
system in 1901. 
Franck Hornby finalized his system and marketed it under the brand 
name “Mechanics Made Easy”.  The name MECCANO was 
registered in 1907. 
The first MECCANO factory opened in Liverpool that same year; 

that factory was very quickly replaced to meet rising production demands. Two 
new factories opened as MECCANO‟s success spread worldwide: one opened in 
Berlin in 1912, and the other in Belleville, France in 1920. The Belleville factory 
was quickly replaced by one in Bobigny that, by 1951, manufactured more than 
500,000 Meccano sets a day! Then, in 1959 a new factory was built in Calais; it 
currently remains the main MECCANO manufacturing site. 
 MECCANO has 87 salaried employees in the world, 76 of which are in France, 
mainly in its Calais factory. MECCANO is the only French manufacturer of toys 
that are internationally recognized, manufacturing part of its line in France. With 
the brand ERECTOR® for the American market, and MECCANO® for the rest of 
the world, the group has a presence in over 50 countries and earns 70% of its 

revenue outside of France.
 

 

Roll of Honour 
 

25Rallies 
Les & Margaret Staerck 

Arthur & Tonie Perkins 
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These were sent to me by Doug Colwill taken in  

Okpo South Korea.  
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We finally managed to get to Teversal!  This rally had to be cancelled last year and 
again this January due to bad weather but this March saw 28 vans attend the rally.  The 
main talking point was the toilet block.  When we were last there they were busy 
remodelling this block.  It is wonderful now.  All the showers are wet rooms with toilet 
and hand basins and under floor heating. 

 
This was the first outing for Holly, our 11 
week old German Shepherd puppy.  We sadly 
had to have Allie put to sleep and although 
we said never again, she was so badly 
missed that we took a trip to Rochdale to pick 
up our lassie from Lancashire. 
 

 
The weather was good to us on this rally and as we have had to cancel the last two 
rallies we were very grateful that the conditions prevailed. 
 
On Friday night a number of us went out for a carvery meal at ????? look up name of 
restaurant.  On Saturday we hired the local Scout Hall and had a faith supper.  Zena 
Colwill brought two very large pans of homemade soup and it went down very well. As 
usual we had too much food, everyone is so generous at these suppers.  It was a good 
time to catch up with people and a lot of talking was done.  We had a raffle, which was 
the last one that Peter will supervise for a while as they were getting ready for their big 
trip to America in hired R.V‟s. 
 
Sunday morning we held a coffee morning in the Scout Hall with majority of people 
attending.   

I walked past the fridge the other 

day and thought I heard an onion 

singing a Bee Gees song. When I 

opened the fridge, I saw it was just 

a Chive Talking. 

I asked the Chive if it wanted to be an onion and it 

said "No thanks, I'm staying a Chive, Staying a Chive, Ah Ah Ah 

Ah Staying a Chive... 
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Lance and Susi were married on December 14th 2010.  They were lucky with the 
weather and the rain held off until all the photos had been taken.  
 
The reception was held at Dudley & Weetslade Social Club in Dudley and I would not 
have been able to do the buffet without the help of Janet and Yvonne and my friend 
Carol. 
 
We went round to the club on the morning of the wedding to get everything set up and 
we had one upset when we couldn‟t get the gold and red helium balloons blown up 
because Peter said the helium cylinder was empty.  Panic stations set in.  But on 
phoning the company that supplied all the gear we were told how to use the cylinder 
and lo and behold we soon had 50 balloons blown up.   
 
It was a wonderful day and the happy couple went on their honeymoon to New York at 
the end of January as Lance was singing almost every night up until then. 
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RALLY DATES 2011 
 
17

th
-24

th
 May 

 
Bourton on the Water – no hook up 

20th – 29
th

 June 
 

Hollesley, Woodbridge, Suffolk – battery charging facility available 

14
th

-21
st

 July  
 

Banham Zoo, Banham Norfolk 

11
th

-21
st

  August 
 

Seaton Burn College & Beamish Museum – battery charging facility 
available 

8
th

 – 18
th

 September Porth Beach Tourist Park, Newquay 

27
th

-30
th

 October 
 

South Shore Cricket Club, Blackpool – no hook up 

3
rd

-13th November 
AGM  Christmas Rally 
 

Lakeside, North Somercotes 

 
I would like to take this opportunity to apologise to everyone for the lack of information 
you have received over the last few months. This was due to my stress problems 
related to work.  I found it extremely hard to cope with everyday life at times and hence 
the lack of information to you.  I am pleased to say that I am now fully recovered and 
have retired and so the stress is not likely to re-occur.  Once again please accept my 
sincere apologies. Booking forms for forthcoming rallies are included in this newsletter 
as I understand some members have not received this information. I would be grateful if 
you could let me know whether or not you will be attending the Beamish rally and 
staying at Seaton Burn school as soon as possible to arrange the school site. 
 
We were asked at the AGM if we could print in the newsletter details about rally income.  
The rally at Teversal generated income as follows: 
 
INCOME    EXPENDITURE 
Raffle  £66.50  Hire of Scout Hut £30.00 
Rally Levy £53.00  Coffee morning £  2.19 
Bonus Ball £  9.00 
 
These figures will be printed in each newsletter in future for each and every rally. 
 

 
The June rally to be held at Hollesley will see us celebrating Brian & 
Margaret‟s Golden Wedding anniversary on Saturday 25th June in the 
Village Hall.  There will be a buffet provided.  There is a bar and live 
entertainment is also provided.  Would anyone wishing to go to this rally 

please book as soon as possible in order for arrangements to be made.  Remember you 
can send post dated cheques for any rally you wish to book. 
 
There is no hook up at this rally but battery charging facilities are 
available. 
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Dear Granddaughter, 

 

The other day I went to our local 

Christian bookstore and saw a 

‘Honk if you love Jesus’ bumper 

sticker. 

 

I was feeling particularly sassy that 

day because I had just come from a 

thrilling choir performance 

followed by a thunderous prayer 

meeting.  So I bought the sticker and put in on my bumper.  

Boy am I glad that I did what an uplifting experience that 

followed. 

 

I stopped at a red light at a busy intersection, just lost in 

thought about the Lord and how good he is, and I didn’t 

notice the light had changed.  It is a good thing someone else 

loves Jesus because if he hadn’t honked, I’d never have 

noticed.  I found that lots of people love Jesus!  Whilst I was 

sitting there, the guy behind starting honking like crazy, 

and then he leaned out of his window and screamed, ‘For 

the love of God!’ Go, Go, Go, Jesus Christ, Go! What an 

exuberant cheerleader he was for Jesus!  Everyone started 

honking.  

 

I leaned out of my window and started waving and smiling 

at all those loving people.  I even honked my horn a few 

times to share in the love.  There must have been a man 
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from Florida there because I heard him yelling something 

about a sunny beach. 

I saw another guy waving in a funny way with only his  

middle finger stuck up in the air.  I asked my teenage 

grandson in the back of the car what that meant.  He said it 

was an Hawaiian good luck sign.  Well I have never met 

anyone from Hawaii, so I leaned out the window and gave 

him the good luck sign right back.  My grandson burst out 

laughing.  Why even he was enjoying this religious 

experience.  

 

A couple of the people were so caught up in the joy of the 

moment that they got out of their cars and started walking 

towards me.  I bet they wanted to pray or ask what church I 

attended, but this was when I noticed that the light has 

changed.  So, grinning, I waved at all my brothers and sisters 

and drove on through the intersection. 

 

I noticed that I was the only car that got through the 

intersection before the light changed again and I felt sad that 

I had to leave them after all the love we had shared. 

So I slowed the car down, leaned out the window and gave 

them all the Hawaiian good luck sign one last time as I 

drove away.  Praise the Lord for such wonderful folks. 

 

Will write again soon. 

 

Grandma 

 
Thanks to Sylvia Barron for the above. 
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Grandparents Answering Machine from Carol Jenkinson 
 

Good morning, at present we are not home but please leave a 

message after you hear the beeeeeep. 

If you are one of our children dial 1 and select from the 

following options. 

 

If you need us to stay with the children, press 1 

If you want to borrow the car, press 2 

If you want us to wash and iron your clothes, press 3 

If you want the grandchildren to sleep here tonight, press 4 

If you want us to pick up the kids from school, press 5 

If you want us to prepare a meal for Sunday or have it delivered to your home, 

press 6 

If you want to come to eat here, press 7 

If you need money, press 8 

If you are going to invite us to dinner, or take us to the theatre, tart talking, weõre 

listening. 

 

An Englishma n, a Scotsman, an Irishman, a Latvian, a 

Turk, an Aussie, a Yank, an Egyptian, a Jap, a Mexican, 

a Spaniard, a Greek, a Russian, an Estonian, a German, 

an Italian, a Pole, a Lithuanian, a Swede, a Finn, an 

Israeli, a Romanian, a Bulgarian, a Serb, a Czech,  and 

a Swiss man walk into a pub.  

 

The landlord says, "I can't let you in without a Thai."  

 

 A little old lady answered a knock on the door one day, to be confronted by a 
well-dressed young man carrying a vacuum cleaner.  
‘Good morning,' said the young man. 'If I could take a couple minutes of your 
time, I would like to demonstrate the very latest in high-powered vacuum 
cleaners...  
''Go away!'' said the old lady. ''I'm broke and haven't got any money!'' and she 
proceeded to close the door.  
Quick as a flash, the young man wedged his foot in the door and pushed it wide 
open... ''Don't be too hasty!'' he said. ''Not until you have at least seen my 
demonstration.''  
And with that, he emptied a bucket of horse manure onto her hallway carpet.  
Now if this vacuum cleaner does not remove all traces of this horse manure from 
your carpet, Madam, I will personally eat the remainder." 
The old lady stepped back and said, "Well let me get you a fork, 'cause they cut 
off my electricity this morning." 
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I got this information from Brian and Maureen Wilson which may be useful to someone. 
 

We have had problems with our Starquest shower tray over the last couple of 
years. 
Cracks have appeared around one plughole, which was temporarily repaired by 
Roper Leisure when they had a unit in Washington. 
Then cracks appeared round the other plughole, and yet again we managed to 
affect a temporary repair. 
Swift/Autocruise couldn't  care less!  Could not repair it - could not tell me where 
to get a replacement tray. 
Now there are cracks round one corner, effectively writing off the use of the 
shower completely. 
I trawled the internet and found a company called AutoXtra - and they trade 
from a house in Oxclose Village, Washington - not a mile from my house!  
This afternoon I took delivery of a new GRP shower tray (only 4 weeks delivery.) 
Now I have to find someone to install it. 
 
 
 
For information: 
AutoXtra 
Mobile:  07986-601-903 
internet:  sales@AutoXtra.org 
They carry moulds for most caravan and motorcaravan shower trays. 
Supplied from the factory in Glasgow in 4 to 6 weeks. 
My shower tray £165 
 

 
 

mailto:sales@AutoXtra.org
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                       The Banking Crisis simply explained... 
 

Young Paddy bought a donkey from a farmer for £100. The farmer agreed to 

deliver the donkey the next day. The next day he drove up and said, 'Sorry son, 

but I have some bad news. The donkey's died.' 

Paddy replied, 'Well then just give me my money back.' 

The farmer said, 'Can't do that. I've already spent it.' 

Paddy said, 'OK, then, just bring me the dead donkey.' 

The farmer asked, 'What are you going to do with 

him?' 

Paddy said, 'I'm going to raffle him off.' 

The farmer said, 'You can't raffle a dead donkey!' 

Paddy said, 'Sure I can. Watch me. I just won't tell anybody he's dead.'  

A month later, the farmer met up with Paddy and asked, 'What happened with that 

dead donkey?' 

Paddy said, 'I raffled him off. 

I sold 500 tickets at two pounds each and made a profit of £898'  

The farmer said, 'Didn't anyone complain?' 

Paddy said, 'Just the guy who won.  

So I gave him his two pounds back.' 
 

Paddy now works for the Royal Bank of Scotland. 
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One Sunday morning, a priest decided to do 
something a little different.  
 
He said 'Today, in church, I am going to say a single 
word and you are going to help me 
preach. Whatever single word I say,  I want you to 

sing whatever hymn that comes to your mind --

    the pastor shouted out 'CROSS.'  
 

Immediately the congregation started singing in unison,    
'THE OLD RUGGED CROSS.'  
 
The pastor hollered out 'GRACE.' The congregation began to sing 
'AMAZING GRACE, how sweet the sound.'  
 
The pastor said 'POWER.'    
 The congregation sang 'THERE IS POWER IN 
THE BLOOD.'   
The Pastor said 'SEX'    
The congregation fell into total silence.    
Everyone was in shock.    They all nervously 
began to look around at each other afraid to say 
anything.   
Then all of a sudden, way from in the back of 
the church, a little old 87 year old 
grandmother   stood up and began to sing  

 
'MEMORIES.'  
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FOR SALE 
 
Following the death of Ernie Robinson, Sheila has a number of 
items that she would like to sell.  If anyone is interested please 
contact Brian Simpson, who is acting on her behalf, his phone 

number is 01274 600091. 
 
1pair Milenco Triple Level ramps Brand new £15.00  
4pairs Fiamma Caravan Ramps - 3 levels  £10.00 per pair  
1 pair Fiamma Chock Masters £3.00  
2 Pyramid burgundy directors chairs with attached side table £25.00 for 
both  
1 green Gelert folding chair in a bag and 1 grey Sunn Camp  
folding chair in a bag £15.00 for both  
4 x electric caravan cables, various lengths from 10 - 25m from £8 - £16  
2 nearly new single memory foam mattresses in cotton covers,  
size 26”x75”,  which are from Raskelf  £75.00  
3 windbreaks, wooden poles, various sizes £5.00 each  
 

 
 
 
 

Electric bicycle 24 inch wheels, aluminium unisex frame, new 
battery (2010), panniers, lights, good condition throughout, 
garaged.  Bargain £100.  Contact Peter Bowling 01366 503124 
(Norfolk).  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


