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              The Autocruisers  
 

Newsletter No.48 
   July 2009 

 

 

 

 

 

 
BRITAIN’S MOST WANTED MAN 

TURNS OUT TO BE AN 
AUTOCRUISER! 
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CHAIRMAN’S RANTINGS 
Our yearly pilgrimage to Portugal was somewhat damp this year as the locals said it was the 
wettest winter for 35 years! One night it was raining heavily and blowing a gale, and the old van 
was rocking gently in the wind keeping us awake. We had our awning and safari room out and 
could hear it „flapping‟ occasionally.  About 04.00hrs. we heard a knocking on our door and one 
of our friends asked if I could help them retrieve their awning from the top of their caravan. I 
quickly got dressed and on stepping out into our awning the water came up over my shoes! It 
took about half an hour to get the awning off of the top of their van as the wind didn‟t help. 
 
Were back in the country now having got back for the rally at Eden camp, which was well 
attended and a large number of members entered into the spirit of the rally and dressed up for 
the Saturday evening meal in the hut. 
 
We have just got back from the Ravenglass 10 day rally where the weather was kind to us and 
the sun shone most of the time, with just the last couple of the days being dull.  There were 25 
vans over the 10 days with most staying for the whole time. The idea of the 10 day rallies seems 
to be meeting with everyone‟s approval so there will more in the future and if you have 
anywhere you think we would enjoy to visit for 10 days or more, please let Lance know. 
 
It‟s been good news from Lee Roberts, from Swift, who looks after the Autocruise side of the 
business, as Swift has made a very generous contribution to the Autocruisers coffers. 
 
We have taken the plunge and changed the Impala for a Wentworth, which we purchased from 
South Yorkshire Motorhomes. Lyn gave us a very good part exchange price for the Impala 
(which we have had for 11 years!) and very good deal on the Wentworth. So we know where we 
will be going in 11 years time to change again.  One of the items we had fitted was a Toad 
alarm system.  On the way home from Ravenglass the alarm system malfunctioned and 
wouldn‟t let me start the van after filling up with diesel. It eventually righted itself after 2 hrs.  The 
chap who fitted it is going to change the unit as this is the second time it‟s malfunctioned since 
he installed it in April. 
 
I‟ve just read a letter in a newspaper which tickled me.  
Back in the days of black leading grates for coal fires, my grandparents had a pet donkey called 
Dolly. Sadly, Dolly the donkey died, so granddad decided to bury her in the garden.  After 
digging a huge hole, he gently lowered Dolly into her final resting place.  Unfortunately, after 
filling in the hole, he noticed that Dolly‟s hooves stood proud of the existing ground. 
Friday was black lead day, so after black leading the grate, Gran would go outside and black 
lead Dolly‟s hooves! 
(I didn‟t make this up, it was in a daily newspaper). 
 
Three men scooped the prizes in the local raffle. The first won a crate of beer, the second won a 
side of pork and the third won the booby prize, a toilet brush. 
After a week they met in the local pub. The first man remarked, well that was a bit of luck last 
week, I really enjoyed my beer.” 
“Yes, indeed,” said the second man, nodding his head, “the pork was great, especially the 
crackling.” 
“And what about you?” they said looking at the third man. 
“Well, I was a bit disappointed, to be honest,” he replied. “I think I‟ll just go back to using paper.” 
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That‟s the lot for now as her who must be obeyed wishes to put this newsletter to bed, so keep 
on rallying and we hope to see you soon. 
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6th – 16th August 

Kings Lynn Caravan Park 
New Road 

North Runcton Kings Lynn 
PE33 0QR 

 
THIS IS A TEN DAY RALLY 
£9 per night with hook up  
£7 per night no hook up 
+£1 per person rally levy 

 

 

One mile from the Hardwick roundabout 
where the A47, A10, A149 and A17 meet. 

 
 

 
10th – 20th September 

Riverside Caravan Park 
Tiddington Road 

Stratford upon Avon  CV37 7AB 
 

THIS IS A TEN DAY RALLY 
£11.50 per night with hook up 
£9 per night with no hook up 

+£1 per person rally levy 
 

 
Junction 15 of M40.  Take the A46 south 
towards Stratford upon Avon.  1st island, 

keeping left.  On the A439 you will see the 
Welcome Hotel Golf Course on the right.  

Riverside is on the left. 

 
9th-12th October 

 
12TH A.G.M. 

 
Lakeside Park 

North Somercotes 
Near Louth 
LN11 7RB 

 

 
Situated on the A1031 between Grimsby & 

Mablethorpe 
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5th-8th November 

 
Kingfisher Caravan Park 

Browndon Road 
Gosport 

PO13 9BG 

 
From M27 junction 11, take the A27 exit to 
Gosport/A32/Fareham Central then take 
B3385  Turn left at B3333/Marine Parade 
then right at Browndown Rd 

 
3rd-6th December 

 
BY POPULAR DEMAND 

 
Lakeside Park 

North Somercotes 
Near Louth 
LN11 7RB 

 

 
Situated on the A1031 between Grimsby & 

Mablethorpe 
 

 

Please ensure that you bring your chequebook to a rally.  We will not accept any cash for 
payments for meals, site fees owing etc. 

 
ALL CHEQUES MUST BE MADE PAYABLE TO - THE AUTOCRUISERS 

 

DONôT FORGET, PAY BY CHEQUe
 

 
  

        Roll of Honour 
25 Rallies 

Brian & Margaret Bennett 
Ernie & Trish Chapman 
Dan & Sheila O’Sullivan 

Ray, Pat & Luke White 
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RALLY DATES 
 

2009  

8
th

 – 11
th

 January Teversal C & C club site 

5
th

- 8
th

  February The Huntsman & Hounds, Althorpe CM3 6BJ 

6
th

 – 8
th

 March 
 

Eden Camp Malton YO17 6RT  
FRIDAY START NO HOOK UP 

2
nd

-5
th

 April Riverside Holiday Park Southport PR9 8DF 
CHANGE OF DATE & VENUE FROM RALLY DIARY 

7
th

 – 10
th

 May  
 

Bourton Rovers Football Club Bourton on the Water 
NO HOOK UP 

11
th

 – 21
st

 June 
 

Ravensglass Camping & Caravanning club site 

9
th

 – 19
th

 July 
 

Lickhill Manor Caravan Park Stourport on Severn DY13 8RL 

6
th

 – 16
th

 August Kings Lynn Caravan Park New Road Kings Lynn 

10
th

  - 20
th

 September Riverside Caravan Park Tiddington Road Stratford upon Avon 
 

8
th

 – 11
th

 October 
AGM RALLY 
 

Lakeside Caravan Park 
North Somercotes Louth 

5th –8
th

 November Kingfisher Caravan Park Gosport Hants 

3
rd

-6
th

 December 
 

Lakeside Caravan Park 
North Somercotes Louth 
CHANGE OF DATE & VENUE FROM RALLY DIARY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Newsletter No.47                                                                                                                                                                   8 

One evening a husband, thinking he was being funny, said to his wife 

'Perhaps we should start washing your clothes in Slim Fast. Maybe it 

 would take a few inches off of your butt!' 

 His wife was not amused, and decided that she simply couldn't let such 

a comment go un-rewarded. 

 The next morning the husband took out his underpants from his drawer. 

 'What the Hell is this??' he said to himself as a little 'dust' cloud  

appeared when he shook them out. 

 'April,' he hollered into the bathroom, ‘why did you put 

talcum powder in my underwear?' 

 She replied ... 

 

 'It's not talcum powder......It's 'Miracle 

 Grow' 
 

 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Hotel brochure, Italy:  
THIS HOTEL IS RENOWNED 
FOR ITS PEACE AND 
SOLITUDE. IN FACT, CROWDS 
FROM ALL OVER THE WORLD 
FLOCK HERE TO ENJOY ITS 
SOLITUDE. 

Hotel, Zurich:  
BECAUSE OF THE IMPROPRIETY OF 
ENTERTAINING GUESTS OF THE 
OPPOSITE SEX IN THE BEDROOM, IT 
IS SUGGESTED THAT THE LOBBY BE 
USED FOR THIS PURPOSE. 
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12 vans attended the quickly arranged rally for April following our 

cancellation from the Whitby then Scarborough rally sites that had to be 

cancelled. #DHMF RTBG @ RL@KK Q@KKX VD CHCM½S G@UD @ Q@EEKDq  5GHR V@R MNS 

pleasing to our Treasurer.  He likes to have something to bank from each 

rally.  

 

We met up on Friday night for a drink or two and had a game of bingo.  

But did not take part again as it was so slow.  

 

On Saturday most of us left the campsite for various 

destinations.  We went to Stouport and had a walk along the 

pier and spent a very enjoyable time playing the slot  machines 

of yesteryear.  We had to buy old pennies to feed into them and 

I won two two finger Kit Kats.  They only cost me £2!  

 

 On Saturday we went back to the bar and stopped for a 

while listening to the singer and then we left to go to the 

line dancing. A lot of the regulars dress up in all sorts of 

costumes and as we stayed until the end we found out 

why. At around about 11pm they had a ceremony with all 

the dancers in costume carrying the Dixie Flag and others 

and the formed a circle and marched roun d the dance 

floor with them.  This finished with a six gun being fired.  

 
 
 
 
 

 

We were asked where everyone was as the last time we went there we filled 

the bar area. Once met, never forgotten!  
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? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? 

? ? ? ? ? ? ?  
 
Can you imagine working for a 
company that has a little more 
than 600 employees and has the 
following employee statistics? 
 

 29 have been accused of spouse 
abuse 

7 have been arrested for fraud 

9 have been accused of writing 
bad cheques 

17 have directly or indirectly 
bankrupted at least 2 businesses 

3 have done time for assault 
71 cannot get a credit card due to 
bad credit 
14 have been arrested on drug-
related charges 

8 have been arrested for 
shoplifting 

21 are currently defendants in 
lawsuits 

84 have been arrested for drink 
driving in the last year 
  

Which organisation is this? 
 

It's the 635 members of the House 
of Commons, the same group that 
cranks out hundreds of new laws 
each year designed to keep the 
rest of us inline. 
What a bunch we have running 
our country - it says it all.. 
And just to top all that they 
probably have the best 'corporate' 
pension scheme in the country!! 
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Strange but 

True  
From Peter Lockwood  

 

The ISLE OF WIGHT 
 

Lucy Lightfoot and the Crusader 
 

This is a strange and fascinating story which 
leaves the reader many questions and no 
answers. Its hero is Edward Estur, a knight 
whose family, lords of the manor at Gatcombe 
in the Isle of Wight, built the church of St Olave 

in the 13th century, as a family chapel. Over the centuries many 
additions and alterations have been made to the building where 
now Edward Estur‟s handsome armour-clad effigy, carved in 
Solid oak, lies. His legs are crossed, a sign that he was a knight 
who fought the Crusades, and his feet rest on a small dog. 
 

 
Eighteenth century engravings show him holding a short steel 
dagger, known as a misericord, its hilt set with a chrysoberyl jewel 
encased in a lodestone mount. But today, this weapon is a wooden 
replica, original said to have been damaged on the fateful morning 
of 13th June 1831 when certain curious events occurred. 
 
Our heroine was born at Stoney Meadow Farm in Bowcombe, about two miles from  
Gatcombe, and in her early twenties Lucy Lightfoot was a beautiful, lively young girl and 
a keen horsewoman. She had attended Olave‟s church regularly on Sundays for some 
years, but could often be seen there at other times as well, and it was noticed that she 
apparently become obsessed with Edward Estur‟s effigy. She would stand totally 
absorbed, staring into his face, and when asked why, her answer was: „I love to be with 
him and accompany him on his adventures in thoughts and dreams. 

 
No doubt there were some who thought it unnatural that such a 
lovely young girl should waste her romantic fantasies on a centuries 
old monument rather than a flesh and blood admirer, and there were 
many whose hearts were captured by her, but to no avail. 
 

On 13th June in 1831 Lucy arrived on horseback at the church at about 10.30am, 
tethered her horse at the gate, and went into the church as she had so often done 
before. Shortly afterwards, at 11 am, there was a total eclipse of the sun, with darkness 
lasting for more than half an hour, while an extraordinarily violent storm burst upon the 
island causing floods and great damage, and many properties were struck by lightning. 
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Nothing to equal the ferocity of the storm, combined with the eclipse had ever happened 
before on the island within living memory. 

Strange but 

True  
From Peter Lockwood  

 

It was two or three hours later that a farmer, George Brewster, came by the church and 
saw Lucy‟s horse, frightened and distressed, still standing tethered to the gate. He went 
into the church expecting to find Lucy inside, but there was no sign of her, so he looked 
round the churchyard and made enquiries to see if she was sheltering in one of the 
nearby cottages. 
But Lucy was nowhere to be found, and despite widespread searches and a 
subsequent large reward offered by her distraught parents, no clues to her 
disappearance ever came to light. She had vanished without trace! 
But there was one curious thing noticed by the rector. The metal misericord had been 
torn from the hand of Edward Estur‟s effigy, and lay broken on the altar, the jewel set in 
its hilt now gone. 
 

 In more recent times the Rev James Evans, a former rector of 
St Olave‟s church, wrote the story of Lucy Lightfoot, and 
described how in 1865 a Methodist minister of the Scilly Isles, 
the Rev Samuel Trelawney, had been researching the history 
of the Crusades when he came across manuscript by Philippe 
de Mezieres, Chancellor to the King of Cyprus, which included 
a list of the names of English knights who had joined Peter I in 
his battle to destroy the hold of the Mamelukes on the Holy 
Land. Among them was the name of Edward Estur, who was 
said to be accompanied by a brave and beautiful young 
woman, by the name of Lucy Lightfoot of Carisbrooke! 

 
The story goes that the knights and Lucy travelled to Cyprus in 1365 where although 
she, too, had hoped to go with them to the Holy Land, she was persuaded to remain 
while the Crusaders went on to Alexandria, which they conquered in October. They then 
went on to ravage the coast of Syria where Edward was seriously wounded in the head 
by a Saracen, and lay dangerously ill before eventually he was brought home, both 
health and memory gone. 
 

 King Peter of Cyprus rewarded the Crusaders who had come to his aid 
with the Order of the Sword, a silver bejewelled dagger, the same no 
doubt as the one in the hand of Edward Estur‟s effigy. We are not told 
how long Edward survived but the Saracen‟s sword had caused serious 
damage and shortened his life, and he died at home in Gatcombe. 
 
But what of Lucy after Edward departed on his fateful journey? It is said 
that she waited three years for her lover to return, then believing him be 
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dead, she ultimately left Cyprus for Corsica where she married a fisherman, Lionallo 
Marnellino. She lived a long, hardworking life, helping her husband with his fishing, and 
growing citrus fruit and grapes, and leaving a large family of children and grandchildren 
when she finally died at a considerable age. 
 

Strange but 

True  
From Peter Lockwood  

 

So what really happened during that terrific storm on the morning of 
13th June 1831 when the 19th century Lucy Lightfoot paid one of 
her frequent visits to the tomb of Edward Estur? Is it conceivable 
that in some kind of time warp two lovers were reunited over the 
centuries? 
 
As the Rev James Evans wrote in his booklet, 13th June 1831 was 

no ordinary day. There was a unique combination of a tropical storm and a total eclipse, 
and he also points out the significance of the crystal in the 
dagger. When crystals disintegrate under pressure, he says, 
tremendous forces are released which could, perhaps, distort 
time itself. There are many instances where people have found 
themselves suddenly switched to another earlier time, before 
just as suddenly returning to the present. 
 
Did something like that happen to Lucy Lightfoot, except that in her case she did not 
return? As the Rev James Evans so charmingly puts it: „Thus Lucy Lightfoot just 
stepped lightly into the past and stayed as she always longed with her loved one.‟ 
 

 

For all of us who are married, were married, wish you were married, or wish 
you weren't married, this  is something to smile about the next time you see 

a bottle of wine:   
Mary was driving home from one of her business trips in Northern Arizona 

when she saw an elderly Navajo woman walking on the side of the road.  
As the trip was a long  and quiet one, she stopped the car and asked the 

Navajo woman if she would like a ride. With a silent nod of thanks, the 
woman got into the car.  

Resuming the journey, Mary tried in vain to make  a bit of small talk with the 

Navajo woman. The old woman just  sat silently, looking intently at 
everything she saw, studying every little detail, until she noticed a brown 

bag on the seat next to Mary.  
'What in bag?' asked the old woman.  

Mary looked down at the brown bag and said, 'It's a bottle of wine. I got it 
for my husband.' The Navajo woman was silent for another moment or two.  
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Then speaking with the quiet wisdom of an 

elder,  she  said:  'Good trade.....'  
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FLU -  To avoid it...  Eat right!   

Make sure you get your daily dose of fruit and veggies.  

Take your vitamins and bump up your vitamin C.  

Get plenty of exercise because it builds your immune system  

Walk for at least an hour a day,  go for a swim, take the stairs 

instead of the lift, etc Wash your hands often. If you can't, keep 

a bottle of antibacterial stuff around. Get lots of fresh air. Open 

doors & windows whenever possible.  

Try to eliminate as much stress from your life as you can. Get plenty of rest.  

 

OR  

Take the doctor's approach.  

Think about it... When you go for a flu jab, what do they do 

fir st? 

They clean your arm with alcohol...  Why?  

  

 

Because Alcohol KILLS GERMS.  

 

 

    So... 

    I walk to the pub. (exercise)     

 put lime in my vodka...(fruit)    

Celery in my Bloody Mary (veggies)   

Drink outdoors on the patio..(fresh air)   

Tell  rude jokes and laugh....(eliminate 

stress) Then I pass out. (rest) 
 

 
 
 

If you keep your alcohol levels up,  

flu germs can't get you!  

 

 

 

As my grandmother always said,  

'A shot in the glass  

is better than one in the ass!' 
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33 vans  attended this rally with Brian & 
Margaret Bennett, Dan & Sheila 
OõSullivan and Ray, Pat & Luke White 
attending their 25 th rally and getting a free 
weekend.  

The weather was really good to us and we 
didnõt see any rain.  Thursday was spent 

looking around Bourton  on the Water  and generally relaxing in the 
sunshine.  

Mick Drinkald had hired a van to se e whether or not he really wanted 
to buy one. (I think it was inevitable that he would succumb after 
meeting all of us Autocruisers, we are such a friendly bunch).  

On Thursday we spent a good deal of time watching the erection of a 
marquee.  The senior foo tball team was having their presentation 
night on Friday.  This had been booked without the knowledge of 
Carol Teece the club Secretary.  They behaved beautifully and we 
werenõt disturbed by their presence. Not so on Saturday night when 
it was the turn of the junior  team.  

On Friday a load of us went to Birdland 
to have a look around and were 
fascinated with the penguins. At present 
there are 2 species of Penguin at 
Birdland, the King and the Humboldt.  
The Kings are fed herrings and the 
others are fed Spra ts. Both have 
additional vitamin and mineral 
supplements .  In the form of tablets 



Newsletter No.46                                                                                                                                                                      17 

placed inside the fish.  They are fed everyday at 2.30pm.  Having seen 
the feeding we decided we needed feeding and sniffed out the café 
and stopped for some well deserved refr eshments.  

We had a punch bowl on Friday night and a raffle, (much to the 
Treasurerõs delight). 

The tents were put up on Saturday ready for our 
supper.  Unfortunately some of the poles were 
broken and we had a devil of a job trying to get 
them to fit.  Aft er much tugging and pushing and 
shoving the tents were finally up.  Although when 

we took one down we decided the only place for the poles was the 
bin!  

Peter & Janet had arranged a Treasure Hunt  for Saturday afternoon . 
Before they handed out the papers th ey had a quick trip into Bourton 
to make sure that all the clues were still valid.   We all wandered into 
Bourton to try our luck at the Treasure Hunt.  It was such a fine day 
that everybody and their granny decided to visit the town and the 
place was heav ing.  Peter told us it would take us 
about 3 hours to do the hunt and he wasnõt kidding!  
Weary and footsore we all made it back to the camp 
ready for our fish and chip supper followed by 
birthday cake for Lance and Graham Cork (this is an 
annual thing, ne xt year itõs your turn to pay for the 
cake Graham!).  

Having had our rest we went out to get the fish and 
chips for everyone.  Unfortunately they couldnõt 
count and we had to go back for another two 
servings but alls well that ends well and everyone 
had t heir fill.  After that we cut the cake and then had 
the dreaded quiz.  But this was a quiz with a 

difference.  No horrid questions to make you think.  This one was in 
pictures.  In fact to be brutal I arranged to have two!  The winner won 
a small prize.  

Saturday night was marred by the little ôangelsõ of the 
football team and their parents who were too busy 
swigging ale to have any control over their children.  
What a shame they werenõt as pleasant as the 
downloaded picture of the junior football team here.  
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You will have noticed the letter on the front cover of the newsletter.  
This was in response to a letter and report that I sent to Carol 
complaining of their behaviour  that was taken to the committee .  
Instead of being in the beautiful marquee they decide d to run around 
and between the vans, throwing things at windscreens and banging 
on the sides of the vans.  We finished our activities about 11pm but 
they carried on being a nuisance. She has assured me that this will 
not be allowed to happen again.  Having  said that the rally was 
enjoyable except for the Saturday night and everyone enjoyed the 
good weather and good company.  

Footnote: Mick decided to stop off on the way home at South Yorkshire Motorhomes.  
Just for a look you understand!  With only a few weeks 
left at home it wasnôt worth buying one just yet was it?  
Wrong!  He came away from there with the promise of 
returning in a few days for his Wentworth! He was 
delighted with the deal he was given and has nothing but 
praise for the service he received from South Yorkshire.  
Happy Rallying Mick and we look forward to seeing you in 
November or December depending on when you get back 
home.  Have a good trip! For those of you who donôt know Mick he is a Chief Engineer 
on board a super tanker. 

Two old men 
decide they are 
close to their 
last days and 
decide to have a 
last night on the 
town.  After a 
few drinks, they 
end up at the 
local brothel. 

The Madam takes one look at the 
two old geezers and whispers to 
her manager, „Go up to the first 
two bedrooms and put an inflated 
doll in each bed.  These two are 
so old and drunk I‟m not wasting 
two of my girls on them.  They 
won‟t know the difference.‟  
The manager does as he is told 

and the two old men to upstairs 
and take care of business. 
As they are walking home the first 
man says, „You know, I think my 
girl was dead!‟  
’Dead?‟ says his friend, „Why do 
you say that?‟ 
„Well, she never moved or made a 
sound all the time I was loving 
her.‟ 
His friend says, „could be worse I 
think mine was a witch.‟ 
„A witch?? Why the hell would you 
say that?‟ 
„Well, I was making love to her, 
kissing her on the neck and I gave 
her a little bite, then she f…..d and 
flew out of the window…..took my 
teeth with her!‟ 
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Manure: In the 16th and 17th 
centuries,  everything had to be transpor ted by 

ship and it was also before  commercial fertilizer's 
invention, so large shipments of manure were 

common.  

It was shipped dry, because in dry form it weighed 
a lot less than when wet, but once water (at sea) 

hit it, it not only became heavier, but the   process 
of fermentation began again, of which a by 

product is methane   gas. As the stuff was stored 
below decks in bundles you can see what could 
(and did) happen.  Methane began to build up 
below decks and the first time someone came 

below at night with a lantern, BOOOOM!  

Several ships were destroyed in this manner 
before it was determined just what was 

happening.  

After that, the bundles of manure were always 
stamped with the term "Ship High In Transit" on 
them, which meant for the sailors to stow it high  

enough off the lower decks so that any water 
that came into the hold would not touch this 

volatile cargo and start the production of 
methane.  

Thus evolved the term " S.H.I.T " , (Ship High In 
Transport) which has come down through the 

centuries and is in use to this very day.  

You probably did not know the true history of 
this   word.  

Neither did I.  

I had always thought it was when your favourite 
football team missed an open goal.  
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Dealers  

 
Richard Baldwin 
Wakefield Road 
Copley, Halifax 
HX3 OUA 
01422364222 

South Yorkshire Motorhomes 
Rotherham Road 
Dinnington 
S25 3RF 
01909565222 

Timberland Motorhomes 
Limber Road 
Kirmington 
North Licolnshire 
DN39 6YP 
08450099998 
 

Tyne Valley Motorhomes 
Byemoor 
Burnopfield 
Newcstle upon Tyne 
NE16 6NS 
08456445449 

Cleveland Motorhomes Ltd 
Teesside Airport 
Nr Darlington 
County Durham 
DL2 1RH 
01325333111 

Marquis Lancashire 
Riversway Leisure Village 
Chain Caul Road 
Dockland, Preston 
PR2 2XR 
01772731313 

Spinney Motor Caravans 
Knotsford Road 
Cranage 
Homes Chapel 
CW4 8HJ 
01477535808 

Campbells Group 
Watkin Lane 
Lostock Hal 
Preston 
PR5 5RD 
01772627720 

Heart of England Motorhomes 
Watling Street 
Weedon 
Northants 
NN7 4RY 

Lowdham Leisureworld 
Lowdham Road 
Gunthorpe 
Nottingham 
01159663838 

Marquis Motorhomes (Northants) 
The Cause Way 
Great Billing 
Northamptonshire 
NN3 9EX 
01604402888 

Black Country Caravans 
Corngreaves Road 
Cradley Heath 
West Midlands 
B64 7DA 
01384467931 

Marquis Gloucester 
Mill Avon Holiday Park 
Gloucester Road 
Tewkesbury 
GL20 5SW 
01684296222 

Moran Motorhomes 
Orleton Road 
Ludlow Business Park  
Ludlow, Shropshire 
SY8 1XF 
01584876911 

Marquis Berkshire 
Oxford Road 
Chievely 
Berkshire 
RG20 8RU 
01635248888 

Marquis Hampshire 
Winchester Road 
Lower Upham 
Nr. Southampton 
SO32 1HA 
01489860666 
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Dealers  
Stewart Mouland Motorcaravans 
South Coast Road 
Peacehaven 
East Sussex 
BN10 7ET 
01273587229 

John Cross Motorcaravan & Camping 

Battle Road (A21) 
Robertsbridge  
East Sussex 
TN32 5JJ 
01580881288 

Marquis Suffolk 
Gloster Road 
Markesham Heath 
Ipswich 
IP5 3RD 
01473630800 

Marquis Sussex 
Eastbourne Road 
Golden Cross 
East Sussex 
BN27 4AN 
01825873157 

Becks Motorhomes 
Martham Road 
Rollesby 
Great Yarmouth 
NR29 5DR 
01493740274 

Cranham Caravans 
Old Gailey Park 
Southend Arterial Road 
Cranham, Upminister 
RM14 1TJ 
01277225555 

Lowdhams Leisureworld 
Bath Road (A4) 
Nr Aldermarston 
Reading 
Berkshire 
RG7 5JD 

Marquis Devon 
Lee Mill 
Ivyvbridge 
Plymouth 
PL21 9EE 
01752892977 

Marquis Dorset 
41-45 Old Wareham Road 
Poole 
Dorset 
BH12 4QN 
01202738777 

West Country Motor Homes 
Blunsden Abbey 
Lady Lane 
Blunsden, Swindon 
SN25 2DU 

West Country Motor Homes 
Bristol Road 
Brent Knoll 
Highbridge 
TA9 4HG 
08707508360 

Webbs Motor Caravans Ltd 
Crusader Park 
Bath Road 
Warminster 
BA12 8BT 
01985212222 

Dyce Caravans 
Pitmeddon Road 
Dyce 
Aberdeen 
AB21 0EY 
01224722227 

Knowpark Caravans 
Hardie Road 
Dean‟s Industrial Estate 
Livingston 
EH54 8BA 
01506411827 

Lee & Turner Limited 
Waterton Lane 
Waterton 
Bridgend 
CF31 3UZ 
01656641300 
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- The Silent generation, people born before 1946.  
- The Baby Boomers, people born between 1946 and 
1959.  
- Generation X, people born between 1960 and 1979.  
- Generation Y, people born between 1980 and 1995   
Why do we call the last one generation Y? I did not know, but a 

cartoonist explains it eloquently below...Learned something new 

today!  

 
 

       

             

       
  

   
 
 

 
 

Car rental brochure, Tokyo:  
WHEN PASSENGER OF FOOT 
HEAVE IN SIGHT, TOOTLE THE 
HORN. TRUMPET HIM 
MELODIOUSLY AT FIRST, BUT IF 
HE STILL OBSTACLES YOUR 
PASSAGE THEN TOOTLE HIM 
WITH VIGOR. 

Hotel notice, Tokyo:  
IT IS FORBIDDEN TO STEAL HOTEL 
TOWELS PLEASE. IF YOU ARE NOT 
A PERSON TO DO SUCH A THING IS 
PLEASE NOT TO HAD NOTIS 
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How to protect your e-mail address book   
 

A computer repairman says this is like having gold.    This is a good thing. 
I learned a computer trick today that's really ingenious in its simplicity.  
 

As you may know, when/if a worm virus gets into your computer  it heads straight for 
your email address book,  and sends itself to everyone in there,  thus infecting all your 
friends and associates. This trick won't keep the virus from getting 
into your computer, but it will stop it from using your address book 
to spread further, and it will alert you to the fact that the worm has 
gotten into your system.  

 

Here's what you do: 
 
First, open your address book and click on  new contact just as you would do if you 
were adding a new friend to your list of email addresses. In the window where you 
would type your friends first name, type in „A‟ 
For the screen name or email address, type AAAAAAAA@AAA.AAA 

Now, here's what you've done and why it works: 
The name „A‟ will be placed at the top of your address book as entry #1.  This will be 
where the worm will start in an effort to send itself to all your friends.  When it tries to 
send itself to AAAAAAAA@AAA.AAA  it will be undeliverable because of the phony 
email address you entered.   
 
If the first attempt fails (which it will because of the phony address), the worm goes no 
further and your friends will not be infected. 
 
Here is the second great advantage of this method: 
If an email cannot be delivered you will be notified of this in your inbox almost 
immediately. Hence, if you ever get an email telling you than an email addressed to 
AAAAAAA@AAA.AAA  could not be delivered, you know right away that you have a 
worm virus in your system.  You can then take steps to get rid of it. 

Pretty slick huh? 
If everybody you know does this   

 then you need not ever worry about opening mail from friends.  
 

add An Entry Named AAAAAA to Your Address book To Avoid 
Spreading Viruses-Fiction! 

 

The Truth 

The virus experts we have checked with say this piece of simplistic advice did not 
come from anyone who knows about viruses and that it should not be relied 

upon.  Many viruses will send themselves to any valid email addresses that are 
found in the address book regardless of whether there are also invalid entries.  

 

Well I believed it and entered it into my address book and so did a number of 
Autocruisers who sent this to me.  We’ve been had!  
If you receive a virus warning - go to truthorfiction.com and they will verify 
whether it is an urban myth or not. 

mailto:AAAAAAAA@AAA.AAA
mailto:AAAAAAA@AAA.AAA
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Chicken Surprise  

  

A couple go for a meal at a Chinese restaurant and order the 
'Chicken  Surprise',  
  

The waiter brings the meal, served in a lidded cast iron pot.  
  
Just as the wife is about to serve h erself, the lid of the pot rises  
slightly  and she briefly sees two beady little eyes looking around 

before the lid slams  back down.  
  

'Good grief, did you see that?' she asks her husband. He hasn't, 
so she  asks him  to look in the pot. He reaches for it an d again the 
lid rises, and he sees  two  little eyes looking around before it slams 

down.  
 
Rather perturbed, he calls the waiter over, explains what is  
happening, and  demands an explanation.  
            

'Please sir,' says the waiter, 'what you order?'  
  

The  husband replies, 'Chicken Surprise.'  
  

'Ah! So sorry,' says the waiter, 'I bring you Peeking Duck!'  

 

 

If you work hard and 
do your best 
You’ll get the sack 
like all the rest 
But if you laze and 
bugger about 

You’ll live to see the 
job right out 
The work is hard, 
the pay is small 
So take your time 
and sod ‘em all 
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Cause when you’re 
dead you’ll be forgot 

So don’t try and do 
the bloody lot! 

 

.  New Wine  for Seniors  

 

 
 

Calif ornia  vintners in the  Napa Valley area , 

which primarily produce  Pinot  Blanc , Pinot 
Noir and Pinot Grigio wines, have developed a 

new  hybrid grape  that acts as an  anti -

diuretic.   
It is expected  to reduce the number of trips 
older people have to make to the  bathroom 

during the night.   
 

The new wine  will be marketed as  
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     PINO  MORE   

 

 

 

 
 

We arrived on Thursday at the splendid campsite to be greeted by the Park 
Manager Craig Frazer.  He was an absolute joy!  There was nothing that was too 
much trouble for him and it is a shame that more Park Managers don‟t follow his 
example.  He was so helpful that we have in contacted the Camping & Caravan club 
to compliment him. 
 
We had our punch bowl and sold our raffle tickets and bonus ball tickets on the first 
Friday night as usual and relaxed in the beautiful surroundings.  That was to be the 
norm for the rest of our stay in Ravenglass. 

 
There was so much to see and do in the area 
and everyone managed to get out and about 
and explore.  Within a short walk was the 
remains of a Roman Bath House and this was 
visited by most of us. 
 

Of course a stay at Ravenglass would not be complete without a trip 
on the Ravenglass-Eskdale railway.  We decided to go en masse with 
the club offering to pay for breakfasts for everyone at the Jan‟s café at 
the station for everyone who turned up at 6am. Needless to say it cost 
the club nothing – we had no takers – well not at that time but a group 
of us did partake around 9am. The train runs for seven miles between 
the coastal village of Ravenglass to Eskdale. On purchasing our tickets 
we discovered that we could get half price tickets for the ferry at Ullswater saving 
£12!  So that was another outing agreed on immediately and a day was quickly 
chosen. 

 
Arriving at the 
terminus we ventured 
out looking for 
somewhere to have a 
coffee.  The first pub 
was too expensive 
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and so we journeyed on and came across a working water mill.  Having paid our 
small donation we entered this mill from yesteryear.  We were given a demonstration 
of how the mill worked and given a brief history of the building. The mill has not been 
„prettied up‟ for visitors and was an absolute wonder to behold.   

Muncaster Castle was a short distance away by 
car, slightly longer by foot but many of us did do 
the walk. Muncaster Castle is still a privately owned 
family home to the Pennington‟s and three 
generations of the family still live in the Castle 
today. Males marrying into the family have taken 
the name of Pennington for generations. The 
present family is actively involved in the running of 
the business which is set up as a not-for-profit 
company. The estate employees 50 local people 
full time at the Castle and Gardens and this grows 

up to more than 65 in the height of summer. Sir John Ramsden, the sixth Baronet, 
was responsible for the creation of what was, at one time, considered to be the 
largest collection of species rhododendrons in Europe. The climate at Muncaster, 
thanks to the warmth of the Gulf Stream and northern climes, is equivalent to being 
at 11,000ft in the Himalayas and provides rich fertile soil and warm conditions where 
near extinct trees and plants are cultivated in the hope that, one day, they may be 
returned to their natural lands. 
 

The Castle is on Britain‟s most haunted list.  The haunting of 
Muncaster has been blamed on the spirit of Thomas Skelton, 
otherwise known as Tom Fool.  He was jester at the castle in 
the 16

th
 century. He used to sit under a chestnut tree, just 

outside the doors of the castle and when travelers asked him 
the way to London, if he didn‟t like the look of them, he would 
direct them down to the quick sands instead of over the ford.  
The 600 year old chestnut tree still stands to this day. In the 
tapestry room visitors have been terrified during the night with 
the door inexplicably opening following the sound of footsteps 
and then the sound of a crying child. Today only paranormal 
investigators and family members who feel comfortable spend 
the night there. 

 
 
Everyday at 2.30 a talk is given on the amazing owls and other 
birds of prey resident at the Castle. The birds that take part in 
'Meet the Birds' cannot survive in the wild or take part in the 
Centre's breeding programmes, due to their previous 
experiences, which means that they are permanent residents 
at the centre. Following the demonstrations visitors are invited 
to 'Meet the Birds' and the handlers to ask questions and take 
photographs. You can also have your photo taken with a bird 
on the glove. 
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Whilst out in the grounds John Purser spoke to an elderly man dressed in what 
appeared to be work clothes.  He asked the man if he worked there and to his 
astonishment the reply was „I own the place,‟ he was speaking to Patrick Duff-
Pennington! 

It was a pleasure to welcome Andy & Pat Baxter 
to the rally who had traveled all the way from 
Aberdeenshire to be with us and in true 
Autocruiser spirit we met up with them in Mick‟s 
new van to christen the van and say hello to them. 
A very enjoyable evening was had by all as we 
tried to see how many we could get into a 
Wentworth.  I think we managed 11! 
 

 
Whilst everyone went out and about under their own steam 
walking into Ravenglass and sampling the fare at the two 
restaurants also traveling further afield into Whitehaven 
and the beach at St Bees and various other ports of call it 
was soon time for our second group excursion on 
Thursday to Ullswater for the 
discounted ferry ride.  Those who 

didn‟t have transport were soon offered a lift.  The trip to 
Ullswater took some time but we arrived at the ferry just 
in time to have a welcome cup of tea before the journey.  
We caught the 12.15 ferry and were in Pooley Bridge 
around about an hour later.  The village is built around a 
16th century stone bridge which crosses the river Eamont and was once a very 
important market town for the region.  Walking into the village from the ferry we 
built up an appetite and our first port of call was a local café.  A short walk 
brought us back for the 2.40 ferry back to Glenridding and the car park ready for 
the journey back home. 
 

 
Our last punch bowl 
saw a depleted 
number with only 13 
vans left so we had a 
small gathering for 
our punch bowl with 
yet another raffle and 
bonus ball.   

 
Saturday was a glorious day full of sunshine and we sat around the campsite 
soaking it in.  A number of us went out on Saturday night for a meal in 
Ravenglass and then it was time for bed ready for the journey home the next 
day.  As it was still fine we had a coffee morning with most people enjoying a cup 
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of cappuccino before saying their farewells and wishing everyone a safe journey 
home.  
 
 
  

A fireman was working on the engine outside the station, when he 
noticed a little girl nearby in a little red wagon with little ladders 

hung off the sides, and a garden hose tightly coiled in the 
middle.  

The girl was wearing a firemanôs helmet.  
The wagon was being pulled by her dog and her cat.  

The fireman walked over to take a closer look.' That is 
a nice fire engine,' the fireman said with admiration.'  

Thanks,' the girl replied. The fireman looked a little closer.  

the girl had tied t he wagon to her dog's collar and to the cat's testicles.  
'Little partner,' the fireman said, 'I don't want to tell you how to run your rig, 

but if you were to tie that rope around the cat's collar, I think you 
could go faster.   

The little girl replied th oughtfully, 'You're probably right, but then 
I wouldn't have a siren.'  
 

A husband wrote the following letter for his wife and left it on the dining room 

table :  
             

            'To My Dear Wife.  You will surely understand that I have 
certain needs that you, being 54 years old, can no longer 
satisfy. I am very happy with you & I value you as a good 
wife. Therefore, after reading this letter, I hope that you will not 
wrongly interpret the fact that I will be spending the evening 
with my 18 year old secretary at the Comfort Inn Hotel.  Please 
don't be upset - I shall be home before midnight .' 
 

When the man came home late that night, he found the following letter on the 
dining room table:              

 

            'My Dear Husband. I received your lette r and thank you for 
your honesty about my being 54 years old. I would like to take this 
opportunity to remind you that you are also 54 years old. As you know, 
I am a math teacher at our local college. I would like to inform you that 
while you read this, I will be at the Marriot Hotel with Michael, one of 
my students. He is young, virile, and like your secretary, is 18 years old. 
As a successful businessman who has an excellent knowledge of Math, 
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you will understand that although it may appear that we are in  the 
same situation, there is one mathematical difference:  
 
'18 goes into 54 a lot more times than 54 goes into 18.'  
 
Therefore, I will not be home until sometime tomorrow.'  
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Single vs Engaged vs Married 
  

 Sipping her drink, the single girl leered and said, "Last Friday at the end of 
the work day I went to my boyfriend's office wearing a leather coat. When 
all the other people had left, I slipped out of it and all I had on was a leather 
bodice, black stockings and stiletto heels.  He was so aroused that we 
made passionate love on his desk right then and there!" 
 
The engaged woman giggled and said, "That's pretty much my story!    
When my fiancé got home last Friday, he found me waiting for him in a 
black mask, leather bodice, black hose and stiletto pumps.  He was so 
turned on that we not only had sex all night, he wants to move up our 
wedding date!" 
 
The married woman put her glass down and said, "I did a lot of planning.  I 
made arrangements for the kids to stay over at 
Grandma's.  I took a long scented-oil bath and then put on 
my best perfume.  I slipped into a tight leather bodice, a 
black garter belt, black stockings and six-inch stilettos. I 
finished it off with a black mask. When my husband got 
home from work, he grabbed a beer and the remote, sat 
down and yelled,  
 
....Hey Batman, what's for dinner?!!! 
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CLUB NEWS  
 

We have received a very generous 

donation from Swift for our club 

funds for which we sincerely 

t hank th em.  
----------  

For spares in the first instance if you do not know 
WHERE TO OBTAIN THEM CONTACT O½LEARYS.  THEY HAVE A 
huge amount of spare parts for Autocruise vehicles.  
Tel: 01482868632 email:info@olearymotorhomes.co.uk  
 

----------  
 
As the produce rs of many of the UK caravan handbooks we are now able 
to also offer Auto - Cruise owners the facility of ordering re - prints.  
We produced the Auto - Cruise handbooks since 2003/4 and hold the data 
to enable us to re - print these as required for owners who need 
replacements.  
They cost £10 plus p&p and can be ordered directly from us by 
telephoning : 01332 549278 Mon to Thurs 9am -  5pm.  

Preset Graphics [presetgraphics@btconnect.com]  
 

-------  
DMR are a motorhome body repair specialist and can be found at  

Plumtree F arm Industrial Estae  

Harworth, Doncaster DN11 8EW  

Tel: 01302711377  

Email infor@motorhomebodyrepairs.co.uk  

www.motorhomebodyrepairs.co.uk  
-------  

Enclosed in this newsletter is an offer from MMM.  If you are 
considering subscribing to the magazine, please use the enclosed 

form and earn the club £5! 
-------  

IF YOU HAVE ANY INFORMATION THAT YOU THINK WILL BE 
HELPFUL TO OTHER MEMBERS PLEASE SUBMIT TO SHEILA LENNIE 

AND IT WILL BE INCLUDED IN THE NEXT NEWSLETTER. 
 

 

  

 
 

mailto:infor@motorhomebodyrepairs.co.uk
http://www.motorhomebodyrepairs.co.uk/

