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Secretarys scribblings

As | write this Peter is fighting with his computer. Something went wrong
with all the workings inside (I have no idea what, | just type into them and
that is the sum of my knowledge), anyway he is unable to write to you for
this newsletter, so you have to put up with me.

It has been an interesting few weeks since the Wem rally. We had to
cancel the March rally owi nngtobegiveanhe f a
hardstandings. One of the committee went to look at the site and informed

us that the sites were sloping and on grass.

We started the Year Long Raffle at Wem and Peter will be taking over in
April at Chertsey.

Lance was taken to hospital and spent a week in there. We would like to
thank everyone who has wished him a speedy recovery. His illness took a
toll on me and | went back to work but managed one morning before | left in
a flood of tears, (this had not been the first time for tears at work), | went to
the doctor and have been diagnosed with stress and | am currently off
work. Again | would like to thank everyone who has wished me a speedy
recovery. What a pair.

As you will see on Page 6 we have already got some rallies booked for
2011. If you have a favourite campsite and it will cater for a rally or
alternatively if you would like to visit a certain part of the country please let
a member of the committee know and we will do our best to book
something. Beamish Museum is having four rallies this year and
depending on the outcome they may or may not hold rallies again in the
future. They know of our interest and will keep me informed of their
findings. Hopefully we will be able to book a rally there in 2012.

Let 6s h o pte of yeareis goosl sto us and we have no more
cancellations. | look forward to seeing you on a rally in the near future.

(Hheita

Newsletter No.51 2



A better =

d I | :
, e
ea EEE N ;

OTORHOMES - CARAVANS - SERVICING
gIPARES ACCESSORIES AND MORE...

CHOOSE FROM OVER 200 NEW &
- USED MOTORHOMES AND GARAVANS

P25 | /\VTOCRUIS:
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. Wogpe, Approved
Elddls M e Dealer AVONDALE

. Finance available (Written details on request)
B Part exchange welcome
B Fully stocked accessory shop

CALL FREE

www.nhewleisurevehicles.co.uk
’ South Yorkshire Motorhomes & Caravans,

Rotherham Road Dinnington, Sheffield S25 3RF

SOUTH YORKSHIRE L ‘ ' ) l -
MOTORHOMES = B ter
cnnnvn"s good quality late model

Motorhomes & Caravans
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13" 7 23" May

Moffat Camping & Caravan Club site
Hammerlands Farm

Moffat
DG10 9QL

A74M junction 15 @ roundabout 1% exit
onto A701 (Moffat/Selkirk/A708), then turn
right into Holm St, take 1% left to stay in
Holm St. continue to follow A708, turn
right campsite of left.

177 27" June

Hafod Farm Holiday Cottages &

Camping
Betws Road
Betws-y-Coed
LL26 ORA

This looks as though it is situated on the
A470

Tel: 01690710988 i incorrect in rally
diaries handed out at AGM

22" July i 1% August

Gateway Caravan Park

Osmaston
Derby
DEG6 1NA

A38 then A52 Ashbourne Road, turn left
into Moor Lane, then turn right to
campsite.

CHANGE OF VENUE & DATE

16" 1 26" August

Kings Lynn Caravan Park

New Road
North Runcton
Lings Lynn
PE33 0QR

One mile from the Hardwick roundabout
where the A47, A10, A149 and A17 meet.

THIS RALLY STARTS ON A MONDAY
WE MAY BE ABLE TO STAY FOR THE
BANK HOLIDAY 27-30" IF PLACES
ARE AVAILABLE
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2397 26" September

Briarfields Motel & Touring Park
Gloucester Road
Cheltenham
GL51 0SX

Leave M5 at Junction 11. Follow signs for
Cheltenham (A40). At the first roundabout
(approximately 2 minutes), take the first
exit signposted Churchdown, Glos airport,
B4063. Carry straight on for about 200
yards. The entrance to Briarfields Motel
and Touring Park is on the left.

BUS Service N0.94 for Cheltenham &
Gloucester

14" 7 17" October

Lakeside Park
North Somercotes
Near Louth
LN11 7RB

Situated on the A1031 between Grimsby
and Mablethorpe

On site swimming pool, golf course,

11" 7 14" November

Riverside Camp Site
Worksop Cricket Club
Central Avenue
Worksop
S80 1ER

From roundabout at junction of A57 and
A60 Mansfield road follow Inter
Caravan/Camping signpost first left, first
right, first left to sports ground.

PLEASE NOTE THERE ARE ONLY 25
PITCHES AVAILABLE ON THIS RALLY

9" i 12" December

Bainland Country Park
Horncastle Road
Woodhall Spa
LN10 6UX

On the B1191 Horncastle Road from
Woodhall Spa, site in 1.5m on the RH
side.

On site sauna, solarium, swimming pool,
spa bath, 18 hole golf course

Please ensure that you bring your chequebook to a rally. We will not accept any cash for
payments for meals, site fees owing etc.

ALL CHEQUES MUST BE MADE PAYABLE TO - THE AUTOCRUISERS
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RALLY DATES 2011

More dates will be added on confirmation received

6"-9" January

Teversal Caravan & Camping club site

11"-13" February

Eden Camp £11 per night Friday start please arrive after 12 noon

March

April

17"-24" May

Bourton on the Water

20th i 29™ June

Hollesley, Woodbridge, Suffolk

July

August

8™ i 18" September

Porth Beach Tourist Park, Newquay

20" 7 23™ October
AGM RALLY

Lakeside, North Somercotes

November

15™ 7 18™ December

The Ranch Selby

TENT FUND (£1,000)

5051306813

£E96.13

£456.13

£331 93

£264 .43

£169.00
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Strange but True?
From Peter Lockwood

Was the Peasant truly a Princess?

In a wave of blood and violence during the Russian revolution, the Communists
overthrew the royal family and gained power. They murdered the Tsar, his children - but
did a princess survive and was she the rightful heir to a fortune?

A frail, grey-haired lady sat in a timber hut in the depths of a forest,
waiting for a court to deliver its final verdict. It was a final verdict she
had waited more than forty years to hear. The verdict would proclaim to
the world either that she really was the Grand Duchess Anastasia of
Russia, daughter of the murdered Tsar and heir to a vast fortune - or
that she was just a poor peasant woman.

thirsty morning of 17th July, 1918, at
Yekaterinburg, now called Sverdlovsk, in
Russia. On that day the Great Russian
e WSS revolution was in full swing, and in a wave of
v/ [ .. blood and violence the Communists overthrew
% < 1 the Russian royal family and gained power.

J,/ . ‘91 The Tsar and Tsarina - the equivalent of a king
W/ * and Queen - were hiding with their family in one
of their country homes, the Villa Ipatyev, just outside the town. Suddenly on that early
morning in Yekaterinburg, revolutionary soldiers, under Commissar Yankel Yurovskiy,
burst into their quarters and ordered the Tsai and his family to the cellars below.

The Tsar, Tsarina, their sick son and their four

daughters, including Anastasia, who was then aged 17,

were prodded at rifle point into the corner. At this point

the outraged Tsar demanded O0What
this?06 Commi ssar Yurovskiy pul | e
hol ster, released the safety cat
. shot the Tsar dead and the soldiers started firing too.

The Tsarina and her son fell, and then, according to eye-

. witness accounts of the time, the soldiers rushed forward

with bayonets and knives and killed the four girls and the

handful of personal servants who were sheltering with

: them. Afterwards the bodies were loaded on to a farm

cart to be taken away and buried.
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Strange but True?
From Peter Lockwood

But some stories of the time say that one body showed signs of life. The body

was Anastasiabds. The woman in the forest
was Anastasia said that she recovered consciousness on the farm cart. Two

of the soldiers, the brothers Sergei and Stanislav Mishkewitch, took pity on

her, she said, and smuggled her out of Russia to Rumania. She declared that

she married Stanislav there in 1919, and afterwards, when he was killed in

Communist riots, she fled to Berlin. No written records of the marriage

ceremony survive.

Thefir st the world knew of the Osurv
Duchess Anastasia was when a woman in despair tried to end

her life in the black waters of the Landwehr Canal in Berlin.

While she recovered in hospital after she had been rescued,

she whispered: 61 f eel safe at | ast. I am
‘At first no one believed her. She
/J Unknowno. Her story seemed too f a

more Iik’eﬁly that the mystery girl was a Polish land worker, Franziska
Schanzkowski, who disappeared at the time of the canal incident. Maybe this
girl was now suffering from a delusion caused by her illness.

But the rescued girl showed a fantastically intimate knowledge of the Russian
royal family. Grand Duke Andrew, a German uncle of Anastasia, declared that
the girl really was the Grand Duchess. He said he recognised
her beyond any doubt. Long talks with her, he said, revealed no
flaw in her knowledge of matters which would only be known to
her if she were a member of the family. Prince Sigismund of
Prussia also said that he recognised Anastasia. On the other
hand his mother, Princess Irene, said that she was not
Anastasia. Three brothers and a sister of the missing Polish girl,
Franziska, said the girl was not their sister - she had left home
four years before. But a second sister of the missing Polish land worker said
that she thought the girl was Franziska.

At stake was a vast fortune in many countries. The Tsar has frequently been
reported to have deposited £20 million in gold roubles in the Bank of England,
with more deposits were lodged in other countries, including America and
Germany. That fortune belonged to Anastasia if she could prove that she
really was the Grand Duchess.
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Strange but True?
From Peter Lockwood

Her claim was opposed by Barbara, Duchess of Mecklenburg,
o a niece of the Tsar, and six other relations of the Tsar and
| Tsarinadé who cl aimed that the
gt %&:ﬁ . that the fortunes in the many countries should rightly be

= e divided between them, as the nearest living relatives of the

= B T s ar 6s Theafimticbust decision in their favour was given
in Berlin in 1933. But it was opposed by the girl dragged from
the canal and the case, which lay dormant only during the latter part of World War Il,
has been in and out of the German courts ever since. Claim has been met with

counter-claim - decision in favour of one party opposed by an appeal by the other.

Although overwhelming legal proof was lacking, the majority of experts believed the
story of the woman who claimed her rightful title as the Grand, Duchess Anastasia,

real

but who | ived as plain Frau Anna Anderson i1

Black Forest. The girl recovered from the canal had a mark on her left shoulder
where a mole had been removed. So had Anastasia. The girl pulled from the canal
had small birth-marks on her feet. So had Anastasia. The girl had a slight deformity
of the middle finger of her left hand, brought about, she said, when she caught itin a
carriage door. So had Anastasia. And the girl had deep injuries to her head. Just
the kind that would be caused, said medical experts, by bayonet scars. The woman
who said that she was Anastasia was able to recall in faultless detail visits to various
countries with the Tsar and Tsarina, including a visit to England. And she had
always identified photographs of members of the Russian royal family, even many
distant relatives, with great ease.

As late as 1958 a German court refused to grant that she was the Grand Duchess

and the heir to the enormous fortune. But Anastasia appealed against this decision.
One reason that the old | adyés claim was
families was that her recognition would cause disruption of many of the claims and

titles they had assumed on the presumption that the real Grand Duchess was dead.

And Anna Anderson? She had perhaps the best reason for wanting a verdict in her
favour, when she said o6l just want to pr

A

truth. .. o6

Perhaps she was telling the truth, but the lawyers were unconvinced - and the
search still went on for the real Anastasia. Anna Anderson died on 12" February
1984.
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The answer to the puzzle

Upon her death in 1984, Anderson's body was

cremated, and her ashes were buried in the
churchyard at  Castle Seeon, Germany . After the
collapse of communism inthe Soviet Union |, the

locations of the bodies of the Tsar, Tsarina, and all

five of their children were revealed and multiple
laboratories in different countries confirmed their
identity through DNA testing . DNA tests on a lock
of Anderson's hair and surviving medical samples of
her tissue showed that Anderson's DNA did not

match that of the Romanov remains or that of any
li ving relatives of the Romanovs. Instead,

Anderson's mitochondrial DNA matched that of
Karl Maucher, a great  -nephew of Franziska Schanzkowska. Scientists,
historians andj  ournalists accept that Anderson was Schanzkowska.

Top this for a speeding ticket...

Two British traffic patrol officers from North Berwick, east
of Edinburgh, were involved in an unusual incident, while
checking for speeding motorists on the A1 Great North
Road.

One of the officers (who are not named) used a hand-held K&
radar device to check the speed of a vehicle approaching
over the crest of a hill, and was surprised when the speed
was recorded at over 300mph. The machine then stopped
working and the officers were not able to reset it.

The radar had in fact locked on to a NATO Tornado fighter
jet over the North Sea, which was engaged in a low-flying
exercise over the Borders district.

Back at police headquarters the chief constable fired off a stiff complaint to the
RAF Liaison office.

Back came the reply in true laconic RAF style. “Thank you for your message, which
allows us to complete the file on this incident. You may be interested to know that
the tactical computer in the Tornado had automatically locked on to your ‘hostile
radar equipment’ and sent a jamming signal back to it. Furthermore, the
Sidewinder air-to-ground missiles aboard the fully-armed aircraft had also locked
on to the target. Fortunately the Dutch pilot flying the Tornado responded to the
missile status alert intelligently and was able to override the automatic protection
system before the missile was launched.”
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GEOGRAPHY FACTS N-W

New York City

The term 'The Big Apple' was coined by touring jazz
musicians of the 1930's who used the slang
expression ‘apple’ for any town or city. Therefore, to
play New York City is to play the big time - The Big
Apple.

There are more Irish in New York City than in Dublin ,
Ireland ; more Italians in New York City than in Rome,
Italy ; and more Jews in New York City than in Tel

Aviv, Israel .

Ohio

o ) .
.  There are no natural lakes in the state of Ohio,

everyone is manmade.

Pitcairn Island

The smallest island with country status is Pitcairn in
Polynesia, at just 1.75 sqg. miles/4, 53 sq. km.

Rome

The first city to reach a population of 1 million people was
Rome, Italy in 133 B.C. There is a city called Rome on every

continent.

Sahara Desert
In the Sahara Desert, there is a town named Tidikelt,

Algeria, which did not receive a drop of rain for ten
years.

Technically though, the driest place on Earth is in the
valleys of the Antarctic near Ross Island. There has
been no rainfall there for two million years.
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Russia

The deepest hole ever drilled by man is the Kola
Superdeep Borehole, in Russia. It reached a depth of
12,261 meters (about 40,226 feet or 7.62 miles). It was
drilled for scientific research and gave up some

S.M.O.M.

The actual smallest sovereign entity in the world is the
Sovereign Military Order of Malta. It is located in the city of
Rome, Italy, has an area of two tennis courts, and as of
2001 has a population of 80, 20 less people than the
Vatican. It is a sovereign entity under international law, just
as the Vatican is.

unexpected discoveries, one of which was a huge
deposit of hydrogen - so massive that the mud coming from the hole was
Aboilingo with it.

Waterfalls

The water of Angel Falls (the World's highest) in
Venezuela drops 3,212 feet (979 meters). They are

United States

The Eisenhower interstate system requires that one-mile in every
five must be straight. These straight sections are usable as
airstrips in times of war or other emergencies.

15 times higher than Niagara Falls

RECIPE:

A series of step-by-step instructions
for preparing ingredients you forgot to buy,
in utensils you don't own, to make a dish
the dog wouldn't eat.

Newsletter No.51
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This will bring a tear to your eye
The Story of Taps

It all began in 1862 during t he Civil War, when Union Army Capt ain Robert
Ellicombe was wit h his men near Harrison's Landing in Virginia. The
Conf ederate Army was on the ot her side of the narrow strip of land.

During t he night, Captain Ellicombe heard
the moan of a soldier who lay mortally
wounded on the field. Not knowing if it
was a Union or Conf ederate soldier, the
captain decided to risk his lif e and bring
the stricken man back f or medical
attention. Crawling on his stomach
through the gunfire, the captain reached the stricken soldier and began
pulling him towar d his encampment .

When the captain finally reached his own lines, he discovered it was act ually
a Conf ederat e soldier, but the soldier was dead. The captain lit a lantern.
Suddenly, he caught his breath and went numb wit h shock. | n the dim light,
he saw the face of the soldier. 1t was his son. The boy had been studying
music in the Sout h when the war broke out. Without telling his father, he
enlisted in the Conf ederate Army.

The following mor ning, heartbroken, the f at her asked per mission of his
superiors to give his son a f ull military burial despite his
enemy status. His request was partially granted. The captain
had asked if he could have a group of Army band members play
afuneral dirge for the son at the funeral. That request was
turned down since t he soldier was a Conf ederate. Out of
respect for the father, they did say they could give him one
musician. The captain chose a bugler. He asked the bugler to
play a series of musical notes he had f ound on a piece of paper
inthe pocket of his dead son's unif orm. This music was t he haunting melody
we now know as "Taps" that is used at all military f unerals.
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These are the words to "Taps":

Day is done, gone the sun
From the hills, from the lake
From the sky.

All is well, safely rest ,

God is nigh.

Go to sleep, peaceful slegp
May the soldier or sailor ,
God keep.

On the land or the deep
Safe in sleep.

Love, good night, Must thou
gq

When the day, And the night
Need thee so?

The Truth:

All is well. Speedeth all

To their rest.

Fades the light; And afar
Goeth day, And the stars
Shineth bright

Fare thee well; Day has gone,
Night is on.

Thanks and praise, For our
days,

'‘Neath the sun, Neath the
stars,

'‘Neath the sky

As we go, This we know
God is nigh.

According to a researcher at West Point, there is no historical evidence that
anyone named Robert Ellicombe even existed in the Union army. Master
Sergeant Jari Villanueva is a part of the United States Air Force Band and is
not only a historian about the tune "Taps," but is working on an exhibit for
Arlington National Cemetery about bugle calls. Both he and Kathryn
Shenkle, Historian for Arlington National Cemetery, agree that "Taps" came
from Brig. General Daniel Butterfield at Harrison's Landing in Virginia in
1862. Sgt. Villanueva has found correspondence from both General
Butterfield and a bugler which confirm the origins, although there are some

minor discrepancies in their letters.
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The Dreaded Judder.

Perhaps | should have called my article by a different title.

If 1 had called it How to Stop the Shakes, a crowd like Theckuigers would all have reached
for the next bottle and not even bothered to read any further than the title. So now having
grabbed your attention by mentioning the word bottle, what did | set out to vatteut?

Not the glass shaking in your hand biet judder under your bum when you put your X250
model Peugeot into reverse gear.

Firstly let me say, from what | hear, we are fortunate to own the Peugeot version of the X250 to
underpin our motorhomes rather than the Fiat. From my own experience it seeungeot are a
little more willing than Fiat to try and fix the problem.

As most of you know | am a Butcher not a mechanic or an engineer. Just to give you some idea oi
the extent of my mechanical knowledge. | do know that you put a pipe into a holeeisitfe of
your van, payice lady huge amountsf money. Put a key into another hole, turn it, and the van
makes a noise, and off you go to the next Autocruisers meeting. Simple really!

What follows is my experiences of having my van put righ!

Theeason for mentioning the above | will com
then!).

OK here we go, if your van judders in reverse and not all of them do, make certain yours is one
that does before you take it further. Otherwise you coutd ep with the mechanics at your local
Peugeot dealer having a giggle up their mucky sleeves at your expense.

By now after all this waffle you will have gathered that my own van did in fact tickle my bum
and, in some cases give out a fragrant bouquetwhing clutch plate every time | waggled that
funny stick thingy to make it go backwards.

So itJs off to the Peugeot deal er and here |
pay attention at the back).

Ifthere is aamalldealershiprelay e | v ¢/ ose to you that can tal
should make a beeline for. Why! Believe me you are not going to get this job done after the first
visit. At a small dealer it will be a lot easier for you to bypass the service receptiodigeato the
man who matters, the service manager.

Advice number 2. Dondt [ oose your temper, d:
deals with the public believe me | know!). Look at their eyes and their face and when both go
blank,you! my friend are on a looser.

Hereds an example, the service manager at m)
last time | was in there for a minor fault, he walked in, shook my hand and asked If the van was
OK. We also had a long conversatiabout the drinking habits of the various Autocruisers. Not
really, but you get the idea!
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Unless things have changed, on your first visit to the garage, with instructions from Peugeot, they
will quite likely change the clutch and fly wheel. This will imgss the hell out of you, but
needl ess to say wondt cure the probl em.

At this stage you phone PeugeotdJs customer .
and quietly the problem. They will undoubtedly tell you this is agaccurrence with one aheir
vehicles and they will investigate and get back to you.
YOU MUSTget acase numbeand the name of the person you are talking to. In fairness to

Peugeot they do call back and this is the person who will deal with your problem. It helps when
you ring them again, (as you surely will) to be put straight through to the same person.

Any time now your van will be back at your hopefully, still friendly dealapsand they will be

telling youon instructions, again from Peugeot they are going to mess théfbrain in your

vank el ectronics. They tell you itJs to alter
!/ know)

Now here | digress slightly, you remember earlier | talked about my lack of knowledge of all
things under a bonnet.

A few manths ago we were on a site and a man heard that my van had had the Fix!

He began to ask about how to achieve the sali
/ could help the man himself (after all he is an Autocruiser) but I did think | nigé able to help

with how to sort his van.

| started to explain the various ins and outs of dealing with the problem when half way through,
the man, who | assume is some sort of engineer started to tell me about r r r ratios and could it
have b eammaypad thidgs ynder the bonnet of his van . These were, in his view the cause
of the problem.

Advice number 3. Dondt bother trying to tell e
The dealership is fixing your van under warranty. Theylahly do work as expensive as this

when the job has been authorised by Peugeot.

The man | spoke to could quote all sorts of numbers for this ratio and the other psi. Believe me
Fiat/Peugeot knoexactlywh at Js wr o n ganufiow tb fix yt. ®euget aveavorking

with different kinds of numbers; £££££S!

Right now vherewerewe?, Oh yes your vans back in the workshdmis time it will be for a
change of engine mountings and perhaps a change to the final drive.

Aadvice number 4. It reallys up to you to test this work properly. Find a-tdy good hill and
reverse up It. Re me mb e warrgnty.df yod @cegt the hoek aseitisa n U r
then Peugeot has just saved itself several thousand £££££LES.

At this part of the story the wathings are done may have changed.

For me it was another phone call to Peugeot and a chat with my case supervisor and her telling
me she would investigate further. | was then told to go back to see my friend Paul. The news from
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Peugeot was that he wadld to take out the gearbox. Fit a newly arrived from France, reverse
gear cog. [t didndt work; in fact it made tF

You may well miss this little operation on your van because as | say things might have changed.
By this time you will have ma#l one or two calls to Peugeot a
the modifications carried out opour van have been done to other peoples and that the mods.
have worked and their vans are OK.

/tJs at this stage t hamindgthepeodegaPeugeot thatyouahave y
played your part in all of this by taking your van in and having everything done they have asked.
You then remind them that they are still at fault and that you have tried your best to
accommoadate their wishes. ¥also remind them how long you have been patient and that your
patierceis now at an end. You tell them that you know there is now a brand new and updated
complete gearbox available and this is what you want fitted to your van.

The next thing to say isrless progress is made very soon you will be speaking to trading
standards because Peugeot have supplied goods not fit for purpose. Tell them too that you will
also be asking your solicitor to confirm how much you can claim in compensation for your l0sses.
Aadvice number 5. At this stage shut up and say
/ can only speak for myself: next day | had a call to tell me to book my van into the dealers (my
friend Paul) for its brand new gearbox.

Again things may haveeéhnged since | had my gearbox f[Fitti
t here are no short cuts to getting your own
money not to satisfy you as a customer.

Is all this the perfect cure? Well in all hongs¥O.

/| dondt get the judder when | reverse, but |
l ovel y fragrance of burnt clutch, (NO! befor
decided that things are as good as they are gairget.

Even after everything | went through to get the reverse gear sorted | am still thrilled to bits with
my van.

/tJs powerful, quiet, relatively economical
drive it and most of all enjoy it asften as we possibly can.

If you think | can help you to get your gearbox sorted then by all means give me a ring 01788
823452. Better still if youdre on a rally cc
the butcher (surprise surprise!) ithe door window but please remember, apart from putting fuel
in and pressing a few peddles; | know nothing!

/| hope what | Jve written wihatbomeqgfiewilhhagerallbe r i n
of some use.

Keith (The Butcher) Hewitt.
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Wem Rally

Lower Lacon Caravan Park started life as the back entrance of the Aston Park
American Army Camp (which was a munitions and distribution depot) built in the
2nd World War, on land compulsory purchased from Clive's paternal
grandfather. When they were eveloping the area they lost a D8 Bulldozer (it
sank in the soil) so the Americans covered most of the Park with heotde up to a
depth of 3 feet, brought from local foundries, (which makes pegging in most places
quite difficult). Their hardstanding pitctes were originally large Nissen huts in the
Army Camp, so they are the original concrete floor bases (some are now tarmac
topped) which makes them perfect for motorhomes.

In 1971 Clive's parents bought the ground back and decided to develop a
caravan sitein Shropshire. They opened in 1974 with permission for 60
Tourers. In those days, there was 30 acres, no electric and only a small shop and
one toilet block, which was smaller than it is today and they charged 66p per night.
Clive, Judy and Clive's Dad continued to Market Garden, on land across the
road, to fund the development of the Caravan Park. Clive, Judy and their two
sons Richard and Robert now own the Caravan Park following the retirement of
Clive's mother and later the death of his father.

Twenty vans arrived for this rally and we met up for a drink on Thursday night in
the Windmill lounge bar.

The site also had other occupants besides The Autocruisers, amongst them
were alpacas, Kune Kune pigsducks chickens and a Shetland pony.
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Wem, itself,not much there, was about a mile away and qaitewof us walked in

to have a look around. There was a bus stop outside the campsite and
Shrewsbury was visited as well as
' Whitchurch.

We arranged a fish and chip supper on
Saturday night in the Windmill Bar and

held our raffle and a quiz for the tent fund.
We raised £42. As Peter was in pastures

abroad | started the Year Long Raffle
and raised the first £34 for this year.
Peter will be taking over and in his o
inimitable way will raise more thand!di

We had a coffee morning, again in th
Windmill Bar before saying our goodbyes. Unfortunately the rally in March had
to be cancelled owing to the site not offering us hardstanding as agreed at
booking.

A letter of thanks has been sent to Richard Shingle, the owner, regarding the
staff at his site. They bent over bz
nicer. They are a credit to him. We shall certainly be back for another rally in the
future.

2wt " b ) In an East African newspaper:
M| ; . : s | A NEW  SWIMMING  POOL IS
iy # % || RAPIDLY TAKING SHAPE SINCE THE
1 "According to the 1 " *s| CONTRACTORS HAVE THROWN IN

weather forecast ° W THE BULK OF THEIR WORKERS.

I've been sloshing
through 2" of

slightly cloudy
TR S T it ST

In a Tokyo bar:
SPECIAL COCKTAILS FOR THE
LADIES WITH NUTS.
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How to clean your house

Open a new file in your PC
Name in Housework

Send it to the recycle bin
Empty the recycle bin
your pc will ask &é6 are you sure you
Calmly answer yes and press mouse button firmly

ok

want

A man was sunbathing naked at the beach. For the sake of civility, and to
keep it from getting sunburned, he had a hat over his private parts.

A woman walks past and says, snickering, "If you were a gentleman you'd lift

your hat.

He raised an eyebrow and replied, olf

This is my Mother-in-Law.

/ call her the ‘Exorcist’
Everytime she visits
she empties the

house of spirits

Sandi V
www.wackywils.com
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Scotch with two drops of water.

A lady goes to the ba  r on a cruise ship and orders a Scotch with two drops of
water. As the bartender gives her the drink she says, 'I'm on this cruise to
celebrate my 80th birthday and it's today.'

The bartender says, 'Well, since it's your birthday, I'll buy you a drink. In
fact, this one is on me.’ As the woman finishes her drink, the woman to her
right says, 'l would like to buy you a drink, too.'

The old woman says, 'Thank you. Bartender, | want a Scotch with two drops of
water.' '‘Coming up,' says the bartender. As she finishes that drink, the man
to her left says, 'l would like to buy you one, too.'

The old woman says, 'Thank you. Bartender, | want another Scotch with two

drops of water.' 'Coming right up,' the bartender says. As he gives her the
drink, he says, 'Maam, | 6 m dyi ng o f Whythe $cotch with ynly two
drops of water?"

The old woman replies, 'Sonny, when you're my age, you've learned how to hold
your liquor.  Holding your water, however, is a whole other issue.'

he\p!if

VAN
VICTORIA
wo\'t e\l we
*he

SELRET

It's Raining, It's Pouring
Of course...it's Global Warming.
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23 Autocruisers descended on Birmingham to help Yvonne celebrate her 60

b/ rthday. Some didn®t have far to travel, |

much further. We arrived at var i ous i mes at Yar d/l ey
Saturday and soon parked up in their very large car park at the back of the club.

Terry & Kath Birks were already there when we arrived and our sympathies were
expressed as they had recently Ist Tilly.

We had to wait until the doors opened to remove the equipment from our van and as
there was no room for us to sit down we
cup of tea.

Gerald & Lynda Brown were in their new van. Lynda told us that the previous week
anyone could have taken it off their hands but after a visit to the Autocruise factory
at Swinton everything had been done to their satisfaction and they were as pleased as
punch with their new van.

At 7pm we went into the club to help Yvonne
celebrate her birthday. She welcomed everyone to
the party and introduced a caricaturist who was going
fo be available all night for anyone that wished to

have a memento of the evening to take home. He
was kept busy all night as there were over 1200f us
all ready to have a night to remember.
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In true Autocruiser style Yvonne held a raffle

(her prizes were magnificent unilike The
Autocruisers!). She asked her two young nieces

to sell the tickets. Janet & | were asked to sell
tickets for F&al e-Bspewvdalwer a
delighted to have collected over £230 which

woul d be donated to the - I
charity.

Following the buffet and raffle Yvonne made some presentations of gifts to a quite
number of people. Amongst them were three doctors and two nuns who have helped
her at various times during her illness.

Lance entertained us and as a
special request was made by
Yvonne he started the second
half of his show dressed in a
long dress pushing another |
dreaded vacuum cleaner to 4
Want to Break Free® Coming
back on stage (now dressed in|
usual male attire of trousers and
shirt), the®- pp
number was drawn and the
vacuum cleaner was won by one -
of the doctors who sald that it would be on display in the surgery on Monday
morning.

We danced the night away and the last stalwarts left the club at 12.30

Sunday morning saw an invasion of motor caravans in Blakemore Avenue when we
all descended on Shon & Yvonne for a cup of coffee before all gong our separate
ways.

Thank you Yvonne,
we all had a wonderful time!
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New delivery procedure

A married couple went to the hospital to have their baby deliverddpon their arrival, the
doctor said that the hospital was testing an amazing new kigth machine that would
transfer a portion of the mother's labour pain to the baby's fatheHe asked if they were
interested, both said they were very much in favour of it.

The doctor set the pain transfer to 10 percent for starters, explaining that even 10
percent was probablymore pain than the father had ever experienced before. But as the
labour progressed, the husband felt fine and asked the doctor to go ahead and kick it up
a notch. The doctor then adjusted the machie to 20 percent pain transferThe

husband was still feling fine. The doctor then checked the Husband's' blood pressure
and was amazed at how well he was doing.

At this point they decided to try for 50 percent. The husband continued to feel quite
well. Since the pain transfer was obviously helping the wifensiderably, the husband
encouraged the doctor to transfer ALL the pain to him.The wife delivered a healthy
baby with virtually no pain, and the husband had experienced none. She and her
husband were ecstatic.

When they got home they found the postmanehd on the porch.

Jack and Jill
Went up the hill
To have a little
fun..

Jill, the dill,
Forgot her pill,

- Humpty Dumpty sat on a
== wall

" Humpty Dumpty had a
great fall
The structure of the wall
was incorrect
So he won a grand with Claims Direct.

And now they
have a son.

Dry cleaner's, Bangkok:

DROP YOUR TROUSERS HERE FOR THE BEST RESULTS.
An advertisement by a Hong Kong dentist:

TEETH EXTRACTED BY THE LATEST METHODISTS.
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We were invited by Lee Roberts to man a stand for The Autocruisers at the
October show and volunteers were asked for and received a free pass into
the show. Arthur & Tonie Perkins were the first to attend in the October
show. Tonie writes ........

Arthur and | set off early Thursday morning for our day manning the
Autocruise Owners Club Stand at the NEC. The weather was wet and the

journey seemed to take forever due part to the rain and traffic so was glad

t hat the show was wunder cover . We wer
badge, we were able to park undercover approx 100yds from entrance, so

once we had unloaded his electric scooter we were ready to find the
organi serodos office to get our passes, ¢
6 and the Autocruise stand.

As soon as we walked through the entrance of Hall 6 the first stand we saw

was the Autocruise Stand, it looked very smart, black and white wood panels
interspersed with glass. The Autocruise name was printed in silver on the

black panels. There was a square area attached to the main stand with
OAut cecrQwnsers Clubo6é printed on the top
provided with table and 4 chairs.

We met Lee Roberts, who was responsible for us being there, and he
introduced us to his staff all who made us welcome. We had taken old
newsletters and the 2009 Diary of events, also mints, to which we added
Autocruise wrapped lollipops, all of which we put on the table to try to make it
look more inviting. The show was opened to the public from 10am so we took
a deep breath and waited.

We di dnot lorgyoaly ténoninwes and we were signing up our first

new members, wow!! It felt good and gave us the confidence for the rest of

the day, much of the interest was shown by people who already had
Autocruise Motorhomes but di dre @dle tck n o w
enlighten them about our Club and give them forms should they wish to join

later.
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So as 6pm approached, our day drew to a close, we said good bye to Lee
and his staff, thanking them for making us so welcome, and trust that we will
meet again probably at the February show.

We returned on Saturday so we could have a leisurely wander round the
many stands, meet up with our daughter
Class and dream of what we might one day be able to afford. We meet up

with Yvonne, Shon, Gerald and Lynda who where manning the stand, There

were photos and info on the notice board, which Sheila & Co had added on

the Fri when they where there, which helped to make it more inviting.

This is your rookie committee member signing off.
Cheers
Tonie

The show held in February saw nine volunteers attend with Keith (The
Butcher) and Joan Hewitt manning the fi
a volunteer for Wednesday but the rest of the show was covered with four

people per day.

Complete membership packs were available to anyone who signed up and
newsletters and rally diaries were placed on the table for people to look at.

The notice board sported a variety of photographs from various rallies, these

had been put up on the first day by Keith & Joan who had been given two

box files with all the information required for the show. We were on the ball

this time and knew what to expect. It did look more professional than the

quick job Peter, Janet, Lance and | did for the October show. We hadnaot
seen the stand before arrival in October and had been very impressed and

we determined to be as good, if not better, than other Owners stands at the

NEC in February.

Thisshow didnot s eire @ctolzers andowhitstywe hasl nine new
members sign up in October we only received six this time. There was a lot
of interest and membership forms were taken away for future use after some
thought.

With plenty of tea, coffee and soft drinks on hand and an amazing selection
of chocolate bars we were royally looked after.

If you would like to attend the show in October, remember it will cost you
nothing to get in, please see a member of the committee and let them know
your preferred day.
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IF MY BODY WERE A CAR...

If my body were a car, this is the time | would be
thinking about trading it in for a newer model. I've got
bumps and dents and scratches in my finish and my
paint job is getting a little dull ...

But that's not the worst of it.

My headlights are out of focus and it's especially har d
to see things up close

My traction is not as graceful as it once was. | slip and slide and

skid and bump into things even in the best of weather.

My whitewalls are stained with
varicose veins.

It takes me hours to reach my
maximum speed. My fuel rate
burns inefficiently.

But here's the worst of it --

Almost every time | sneeze, cough
or sputter either my radiator leaks
or my exhaust backfires!

Customer: LU @S o06SSy NAY3IAYIA nynn Hman F2N G/g2 RI
you helpg
Operator: 62 KSNB RAR @2dz 3S& GKIF G ydzyYoSNI FNRIYZ ai
Customer: LG gl a 2y (GKS R22NJ 42 GKS ¢NI} @St |/ Syl
Operator: ¢ { ANE GKS&@ IINBX 2dzNJ 2LISYyAy3a K2dzZNBE D

Donald Duck and Daisy Duck were spending the night together in a hotel room and
Donald wanted to have sex with Daisy.

The first thing Daisy asked was, dDo you have a condom?

Donald frowned and said, ONo0.6

Daisy told Donald that if he didn't get a condom, they could not have sex.

oMaybe they sell them at the front desk,  6she suggested.

So Donald went down to the lobby and asked the hotel clerk if they had condoms.

dYes, we do, 0the clerk said and pulled a box out from under the counter and gave
it to Donald.

The clerk asked, dWould you like me to put them on your bill? 6
ONo! 6 quacked Donald, d'll thuffocate . . . . 0
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For Sale

We still have a number Autocruise mugs for sale at a cost of £1 each and water
purifier and cleaning solutions at £8.50 each. If anyone is interested please see a
member of the committee.

AUTOCRUISE STARSPIRIT

52 reg, 20 ft, 2 berth

33,000 miles Peugeot 2.0 HDI diesel

Eberspacher heating, Fiamma awning and bike rack
One owner, excellent condition, many extras
£21,995 Phone Geoff Lawrence

01609 772473 or 07905739757

That's AL Folks
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